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“LABR ADOR. 
A letter from Amos, an Esquimaux, at Hopedale, on. the Coast of 


Labrador, written with his own hand in the Esquimaux language, 
and translated literally by Brother Meisner, into German. 


“To the dear Congregation of the United Brethren in London do I presume 


to write, to tell them of my course on earth, and what I am doing now. 
This I will tell them just as it is. 


‘*From my childhood I have been in this congregation, but for 
almost a great many years, whether I should love Jeéus as my Sa- 
viour, or not, darkness would not let me have any thoughts. The 
desire of my eyes was to the things of this world. In this state I 
was, when my dear Saviour looked upon me in mercy, and drew me 
out of my perishing condition to Himself. He showed me the danger 
in which my heart was; then I perceived in what distress, in what 
darkness, in what uncleanness I had my dwelling. Then, when I 
had no power, and found that I was not able to help myself, I fell 
into very grievous trouble. The pleasure of the things of this world, 
as it were, vanished away; and when I fully saw all the danger into 
which they led me, I began to be greatly perplexed and sorrowful, 
I cried to the Saviour of mankind, thus: *‘ My Jesus, have mercy 
upon me, do away all my great sins, for I cannot do it; blot them 
out, though they are innumerable, with Thy precious blood. This 
I know; therefore deliver me from my great distress!’ When, with- 
out ceasing, I thus cried unto Him, and pleaded His mercy, He re- 
vealed it unto me. 

** For all this I thank Jesus. The teachers whom He sent unto 
us, they are His servants, and they enlightened us by the light of 
His Gospel. By His mercy I was likewise laid hold of, and He * 
made manifest in me, that He did not despise the poorest; yea, He 


revealed this te me, in that He drew me forth out of my wretched 
VoL, 11. 67 
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state, and brought me to His Church, and even made me a servant 
in it, of which, indeed, I am very unworthy.” (He is a chapel ser- 
vant.) 

‘* Now, as Jesus our Saviour has made His becoming man, His 
sufferings, His death, His burial, and His resurrection meritorious 
for all men, I offer to Him much thanksgiving. For wretched sin- 
ners He became man, and walked about among men on, this earth as 
a poor man; yes, even for my sake; for this I thank Him. 

** He has not despised our worthlessness, but sent us the Scrip- 
tures, which contain His invitation and His exhortations, even to 
this our country. They come continually from London, where you 
take kind notice of us: for this we have reason to be very thankful. 
© hear me! O my Saviour, show mercy unto me, till the time of my 
death arrives! 

** We also thank you, that, out of love to us, you have often sent 
us peas; for this gift we thank you, and also the Lord, for it is mani- 
fest, that it is our duty to thank Him. 

** T have had ten children: six are alive, and four are gone home 
to Jesus. The last who went to Him was Cleophas, who had been 
eighteen weeks with us. It was a great comfort to us to see him 
smile, while he was dying. For this we praise God likewise, all of 
us! Amen! We salute you all that are in London. 

I am Amos, the most unworthy. 
Amos ovanga Ajortulik.” 


Translation of a letter from Brother J. C. Kleinschmidt, Missionary 
at Fredericksthal, in Greenland, to his brother at Ayr. 


** FREDERICKSTHAL, June 17, 1826. 

* My Dear BrotuER Henry—It is most acceptable intelligence 
to me, to hear that you are in Scotland; for the Scots are dear peo- 
ple, whom you must love; assuredly they will show you all kindness; 
in spirit I see you walking about among them; a pleasure which I 
almost envy you. Never shall I forget those worthy people; and 
oftentimes am with them in my mind, and rejoice to read in your 
letter the names of some of those with whom I formed acquaintance, 
during our stay at Leith. Salute them all most cordially from me. 
I understand that in the vessel, this year, there is a parcel coming 
from England; perhaps there may be letters in it from these dear 
people. Now the friendship between us and them will be renewed 
by your means; though my love to them has never grown cold. It 
was on the 14th instant, that I received your favour of January 23d. 

** Do not you rejoice in the lot of our dear Louisa?* She is come 
into our neighbourhood, to Lichtenau; but I doubt whether I shall 
get to see her this year. I believe that the Lord has brought her 
to the right place, for we perceive in her a fervent love to the 


* His eldest daughter, born in Greenfind, in 1801. 





MISSIONARY ACCOUNTS FROM LABRADOR. 531 


Greenlanders; and she has not yet forgotten the language. Her 
husband, Brother Ihrer, is a worthy man, and they will, no doubt, 
live happily together. 

** Now I must tell you something of ourselves, and how it has gone 
with us at our new post. 

‘* Hitherto our Saviour has helped us, preserved our health, and 
strengthened us, to carry on His work among these poor people, to 
whom He has shown so much mercy; for which we cannot be suffi- 
ciently thankful. I shall still have to labour alone in the ministry 
during the ensuing winter, without any help from man. It is exceed- 
ingly difficult for new Missionaries to acquire the requisite know- 
ledge of the language, and therefore our Lord must work by means 
of one feeble instrument; this He can do, as I have experienced for 
years past. How many times does it happen, that I have to deliver 
three or four discourses in one day, so that I feel often concerned, 
whether I shall be able to provide a fresh portion, suited to the con- 
dition of my hearers? And yet, the Lord never disappointed me in 
my humble hope; soon my heart became warm, my mouth was open- 
ed, my tongue loosed, and the hearts of the hearers being also open- 
ed, there was no want of attention. 

‘** During the last winter, fifty-one persons have been baptized 
here, and twenty-one attained to the Lord’s Supper. Some heathen 
families have requested leave to live on our land. May our Lord 
and Saviour continue His work in this place, and bless it in the 
hearts of these people, for the promotion of their growth in divine 
knowledge and love. 

** Our outward situation is still very unpleasant, and we have had 
to live in our Greenlandish house, during the winter, but we hope 
soon to be able to move into our European block-house. 

‘** The frame-work of a new church has indeed been prepared in 
Copenhagen, but as the vessel destined to come hither was small, 
and has to convey necessaries to four places, it could take no part of 
it; but perhaps next year the whole will come, for we understand 
that a larger ship is engaged. The cold was very severe last winter, 
and of long continuance, so that we had much to suffer in our house 
of sods. We do experience abundantly, that the beginning of every 
thing is attended with difficulties. In the presence of Jesus, we shall 
rest from all our labour! 

‘* I wrote to you last year, and hope you received my letter. Are 
we not, as it were, become neighbours. For between Scotland and 
Statenhuk, there is but a straight line on the map, and nothing in 
the way but an open sea. 

‘* Now then, my dear Brother, live contentedly in your dear Scot- 
land; to us it will remain unforgotten. May the Lord our Saviour 
yet show much favour to the inhabitants of Scotland, and may He 
strengthen you, and be with you, as also with your Brother, 

CONRAD.” 
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SOUTH AFRICA. 


Extract of the Diary of the Lefer Institution, at Hemel-en-Aarde, 
1826. 


On the 2d of April, twenty-one persons, who had been baptized 
or admitted to the Lord’s Supper since the preceding Easter, were 
addressed in a particular meeting, and encouraged to walk worthy of 
that high vocation, wherewith they have been called. 

On the following day, a distribution was made of the various arti- 
cles of clothing, sent hither from Capetown, for the use of the patients. 

18zh. We had the great pleasure to receive letters both from Ger- 
many and England, the contents of which proved both interesting and 
encouraging tous. In these, inquiry is made respecting the exact 
nature and symptoms of the Lazarus sickness or leprosy, prevalent 
in this country. The following remarks may perhaps tend to throw 
some light on this subject: 

The leprosy of this country differs materially from that mentioned 
in Holy Writ, being, according to the most accurate observations 
hitherto made, either not at all, or ina very slight degree infectious. 
On the other hand, it is correctly ascertained that it may be inherit- 
ed; children of leprous parents being always more or less liable to 
take the disorder. 

The medical practitioners in these parts mention three distinct 
varieties of the disease, elephantiasis, leontiasis, and leprosy. 

The symptoms of elephantiasis are, a gradual numbness in the 
hands and feet, a general swelling of the limbs, accompanied by offen- 
sive sores, and the loss of fingers and toes, the extremities being at 
Jength reduced to a mere stump, resembling those of an elephant. 
Hence the name of the disease. 

The leontiasis attacks chiefly the face and breast, the former is 
often swelled to such a degree, that it assumes the resemblance of a 
lion’s; the voice becomes shrill and piping. 

The preper Lazarus sickness is of rarer occurrence, and we are 
therefore unable to state the symptoms of it, with equal accuracy. 
As far as we have observed, the sores which it produces are of 
greater extent than in the two former complaints, sometimes cover- 
ing the legs and arms of the sufferer, and even attacking the system 
internally. ‘The most melancholy circumstance connected with this 
disorder, is, that it is quite incurable; no remedy having been hitherto 
found sufficiently powerful to arrest its progress, when it has once 
completely broken out. Before it has reached this stage, mineral 
acids may sometimes be administered with good effect; of which, two 
instances have occurred at Gnadenthal, within our knowledge. 

On the 21st, two persons were confirmed for the first enjoyment of 
the Holy Communion, of which they thankfully partook with our 
small congregation on the 23d. 


29h. We had a very agreeable visit from the Brethren Halbeck 
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and Lemmertz, who remained with us over the SO0th, and delivered 
several edifying discourses to attentive auditories. 

May 4th. We celebrated the festival of the Ascension of our 
blessed Saviour, calling to mind with grateful hearts, the unnumber- 
ed mercies conferred upon us through the intercession of that great 
High Priest, who is touched with a feeling of all our infirmities, and 
to whom the most wretched of the human race may with confidence 
apply for comfort and relief. 

15th. We were informed, by an official communication from the 
Colonial Office, that Dr. Honey, recently appointed district physi- 
cian at Caledon, had been directed by Government, to visit our In- 
stitution twice a month, and give the requisite medical attendance to 
the individuals connected with it. 

22d. I set out with my wife, on a visit to Groenekloof and Cape- 
town. In both places we spent several days, and enjoyed much love 
and friendship from our dear Brethren, and many kind friends. On 
the 5th of June we reached our home again. 

June 15th. The communicant Ephraim departed happily out of 
this world. He was baptized on the 16th of May, 1824, and admit- 
ted to the sacrament on the 17th of July, 1825. Though he was a 
man of few words, it was evident to all who knew him, that he had 
become acquainted with Jesus, as his Redeemer, and that the grace 
which he had received, was not in vain. His life, which was latter- 
ly one of much suffering, lasted,about forty years. 

16¢h. We spoke individually with our communicants; their num- 
ber is but small, yet there are among them souls truly converted, 
desirous to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 

25th. In the evening I set out for Gnadenthal, to attend the usual 
Mission conference. ‘Ten persons were appointed for an advance in 
the privileges of the church, viz: three as condidates for baptism, 
four for admission to that ordinance, two as candidates for the com- 
munion, one for confirmation. 

July 2d. We had the favour to baptize four adults into the death 
of Jesus; the transaction was accompanied by a powerful sense of our 
Saviour’s presence, and appeared to make a sensible impression. 

5th. We commenced planting a hedge of Spanish reed, (a species 
of cane) round our garden. If it thrives, we shall be thankful; as it 
will afford some protection against the violence of the winds, which 
often injure our crops. The quince hedges, which form so excellent 
a fence in the generality of South African gardens, will not grow here, 
owing to the poverty of the soil. 

In the night of the 6th, there was violent rain, followed however 
by excessive cold, of which the mantle of snow, covering the moun- 
tain called the Tower of Babel, gave us sufficient intimation, when 
We rose in the morning of the 7th. The weather continued stormy 
and unpleasant during the whole of the following week; notwithstand- 
ing which, the meetings were diligently attended by the patients. 


22d. A Hottentot departed this life, who had been a patient in 
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the hospital for a year and a half, and during the whole time had 
manifested a great spirit of opposition and disobedience. His only 
object seemed to be the indulgence of his evil passions and appetites. 
Sometimes he attended our public worship, but the joyful message of 
salvation through a crucified Saviour appeared to make no impression 
on his heart. Shortly after his being confined to his bed, his facul- 
ties failed him, and in this pitiable state of mind and body he breathed 
his last. 

From the 26th to 29th there fell incessant rain, which exceedingly 
damaged both the hospital itself and the dwellings of the Hottentots. 
Two of the latter were thrown down, and others became scarcely 
habitable. Our church was likewise so thoroughly soaked with rain, 
that for several days it was impossible to hold the usual meetings in 
it. Under these circumstances, I wrote a statement of our situation 
to the Colonial Secretary Sir Richard Plasket, and requested assist- 
ance. I soon received a very friendly answer to my letter, with the 
information, that the Landdrost at Swellendam had been directed to 
order the necessary repairs. 

80th. An old Hottentot woman departed very unexpectedly. She 
was one of the four persons baptized on the 2d of this month, and 
from that time appeared particularly happy and contented. We 
found her among the inmates of the hospital when we arrived, 
though she was not, as it now appears, affected with the disorder. 
Her abode at this place proved however a benefit to her soul, and 
we entertain no doubt of her having departed as a reconciled and 
pardoned sinner. 

August 7th. The youth Christian Dragoner likewise finished his 
course. From the time of his baptism on the 22d September, 1825, 
he was unable to move about, owing to the increased violence of his 
disorder. He remained however patient amidst all sufferings, and 
at length, we confidently believe, made a blessed exchange. His 
age was sixteen years. 

In the night of the 11th, a Hottentot roused us from sleep, with 
violent knocking at our door. On opening it, he sat down upon the 
steps and wept. ‘To the question, why he came to visit us at night, 
he replied: Alas! I know not what to do; I feel as if I should be lost 
for ever. His circumstances being not unknown to us, we gave him 
such advice as was suitable to the concern he now expressed. ‘This 
man came to reside at the hospital at its first establishment. He be- 
longed at that time to the congregation at Gnadenthal, but was short- 
ly after excluded, on account of the abandoned life which he led. 
Not long after our arrival he testified repentance for his past trans- 
gressions, and as his conduct appeared to correspond with his pro- 
fessions, he was in time re-admitted. A repetition of his former 
offences led however in the sequel to a second exclusion; but though 
he seems to have occasionally strong convictions of sin, he has not 
yet with his whole heart forsaken his evil ways. 

29th. A baptized Hottentot, but who is at present excluded from 
the congregation, expressed himself as foflows: “I am truly grieved 
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that I have trampled under foot the Grace of God, and given myself 
up again to the service of sin: and now I earnestly pray our Saviour 
to have mercy upon me, and pardon my transgressions.” 

SO0th. A candidate for baptism came to us and said: ‘‘ I come to 
speak with my teacher.”” When I inquired what he had to say, he 
answered, “I wish to tell you, that the Lord has heard my prayers, 
and forgiven my sins. I have too long not only indulged evil desires, 
but followed sinful practices, by which I have greatly offended against 
Him: but He has shown mercy even to me.” 

Seftember 17th. We had an agreeable visit from our friend, Mr. 
Blair, of Caledon, who remained two days with us. 

22d. An old slave, who had been baptized on his death-bed, and 
called Abraham, departed happily out of this world. In the after- 
noon of the same day, we had the pleasure to welcome the sisters 
Fritsch and Stein, from Gnadenthal, with their children, They 
staid with us till the 24th, and then proceeded to Elim. 

30th. A young Hottentot youth was baptized on his sick-bed. In 
the morning early, he sent for me, and addressed me thus; ‘‘ I feel 
that I am growing continually weaker; hitherto I have experienced 
great weakness of body, but now I begin to feel my soul weak.” On 
being encouraged to look by faith to Jesus, as the source of all grace 
and strength, he replied, ‘‘ I pray to Him daily, and when I cannot 
sleep at night, I implore Him to be merciful to me, and to forgive all 
my sins. I have no other desire, than to feel Him near to me, and 
to be admitted to the enjoyment of His love and peace.” At his 
baptism, which he earnestly requested might be administered to him, 
he received the name of William. 

We commend ourselves and the poor patients under our care, to 
the faithful intercession of all our dear Brethren and friends, and re- 
main ever J. M. P. & E. LEITNER. 


Extracts of letters from Brother J. M. P. Leitner. 


HEMEL-EN-AARDE, August 12, 1826. 

‘* Your kind letters of November and January, I received in March 
and July. They have been long on the road, but were no less wel- 
come. We are greatly encouraged by the kind participation therein 
expressed, both of yourself and all our brethren and friends in Eu- 
rope, in our particular situation, and in the progress of the work of 
God in this place, where we preach the glad tidings of salvation 
through the atonement made for sin by the death and sufferings of 
our adorable Saviour. His blessing attends the word, though we are 
poor, weak instruments. 

“* My last was of January 11th, in which I informed you that Dr. 
B. no longer attends the hospital. We have therefore been without 
medical aid for a considerable time; but perceive no difference in the 
state of the patients. Now we are again visited by Mr. J. Honey, 
from Caledon, who, by order of Government, attends twice a month, 
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to give medical advice. He is a sensible, friendly man, but medical 
assistance is of little avail in the leprosy, which takes its course and 
seems incurable. 

** We have had a very cold and rainy winter-season, which is in- 
jurious to our people, and has often prevented us from having our 
usual meetings with them. But the devout attention paid by most 
of the patients to the word of the cross, is as great as in the begin- 
ning, and though the effect produced is not always as manifest as we 
could wish, yet we hope that the good seed sown, though sometimes 
appearing to lie dormant, will spring up in due season and bear fruit; 
for the Lord Hiniself has declared, that it shall not return void, but 
accomplish the thing whereto He sent it, of which we have seen 
many instances. 

** We quite agree with the conviction expressed in your letter, 
that the Lord Himself put into the heart of the Governor, to place a 
Missionary of the Brethren in this Institution. We may trace His 
gracious leading in it, both es it regards His purposes of mercy to- 
wards its poor inhabitants, and in other respects, and thank Him for 
thus enabling us to serve Him in our small degree. 

‘* He has blessed our feeble testimony of His love to sinners, and 
of His death and sufferings to purchase man’s salvation, and granted 
the fruits thereof to appear, beyond all our expectation. We may 
confidently believe, that of the ninety-three patients, both baptized 
and unbaptized, who have departed this life since our arrival here, 
many stand now in Heaven before His throne, and thank Him that He 
sent His word unto them to lead them to Himself. Of most of those 
belonging to our small congregation, who are still on earth, we may 
say, that we may rejoice over the marked difference between them 
and the unconverted, wild heathen, among whom they live, and who 
as yet refuse to listen to, and believe in, the Gospel. 

‘* We consider it as a great favour bestowed upon us by our Sa- 
viour, that we have been called to serve Him among this poor, suffer- 
ing, and despised class of people, and pray that we may be found 
faithful, and not do harm to any part of His work. 

** We hear of no further intention of removing the hospital. The 
acting Governor lately visited Gnadenthal but Brother Hallbeck was 
absent. He expressed himself undecisively on the subject of removal, 
but I think that when the very great expence, which would attend 
such a measure, is taken into consideration, the balance will decide 
against it.” 

** August 29 1826. 

‘** Yesterday we received your kind letter of the 29th of April, for 
which, and all its interesting contents, we return you our most cordial 
thanks. 

‘* You notice the windy situation, in which we are placed. You 
are right. For three or four days, the stormy weather was such as 
to prevent our leaving the house, for these two last days we have in- 
cessant rains. As to the reported removal of the hospital, I will 
transcribe from a Cape newspaper, of the 22d, the following para 
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graph: ‘There is a report, (I hope a false one,) that Government 
intends to remove the Lepers’ Institution from Caledon to Camp’s 
Bay. Such a proceeding, whether the disease be infectious or not, 
requires no comment. An establishment of that kind could not be 
worse situated, than in the neighbourhood of the metropolis of the 
colony. If there is a necessity for removing the institution from its 
present situation, there certainly cannot be a more eligible spot for 
it than Robben Island, and the removal of the convicts to this side of 
the water.’ 

‘< Tf this were done, I must confess, that I should not feel any in- 
clination to be thus banished. We are here lonely enough, and often 
feel the want of fellowship with our Brethren, though we keep up a 
lively correspondence, and are visited by them, or now and then may 
visit them at Gnadenthal, which is always a means of great comfort 
and encouragement to us. 

“ Hitherto the Lord has kept us in cheerful reliance upon Himself, 
and supported us under various trials. We have likewise been pre- 
served in a tolerable state of health, though, as we grow older, we 
cannot expect to be quite free from more frequent indispositions. 
We beg you, dear Brethren, to salute the Society for the Furtherance 
of the Gospel, and all our dear Brethren and Sisters and friends 
from us. Commend us in your prayers to the Lord our Saviour, that 
He would cause His word to be powerful in the hearts of the poor 
sick people committed to our care, for their salvation, that, after this 
suffering life, they may, through His merits, enter into the realms 
of everlasting health and happiness. To all our friends and relations 
in England, we beg to be kindly remembered, and remain ever, &c. 
&e. J. M. P. LEITNER.” 


From Brother Aucust CLEMENS. 


** GROENEKLOOF, July 1, 1826. 

‘*AtL your letters announced in your last of the 2d and 3d of 
February, have come safe to hand, and were received with many 
thanks for all the information they contained, and the expression of 
affectionate participation in all the concerns of this mission. Con- 
tinue, dear Brethren, to remember us and our dear Hottentot con- 
gregation in your prayers. The work is His! and though many of 
the unsteady among our people are weak and easily seduced, we 
have evident proofs that the Lord will not forsake them. That His 
patience and long-suffering is our life and salvation, may well be ap- 
plied to our state as a congregation. As to the conduct of some, we 
might often lose our patience and perhaps excuse severe measures; 
but when we see that the Lord bears with them, and gives them the 
gift of repentance, and consider that it is all mercy, that we, who 
have been instructed in His ways from our youth, are preserved from 


falling, we feel compassion with the penitent, and await their con- 
VoL. 11, 
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version and establishment in grace through the power of God. He 
follows the poor straying sheep in the wilderness, and brings many 
a one safe home to his fold. Many, however, prove, by their walk 
and conversation, that the grace of God has not been bestowed upon 
them in vain. 

‘** Since the commencement of this year, 1826, sixty-six new peo- 
ple have come to reside in this place. If it be said, that hunger has 
driven them to us, I do not pretend to deny it. Some declare that 
for several years past they felt a secret wish to have an opportunity 
to hear the word of God, but were prevented by circumstances from 
coming hither, having to earn their livelihood by working at a great 
distance from hence. Work at the farms having failed every where, 
on account of the failure of the crops and the drought, they were 
dismissed, obtained passports, and might go where they pleased. 
Others, without the above-mentioned motive, may have fled hither 
merely from hunger. Be it so! but who directs all these circum- 
stances? That Lord, without whose permission not a sparrow falls 
to the ground. I firmly believe, that in His providence they have 
been brought to this place, that they may, by the hearing of His 
gospel, hunger and thirst after righteousness, and hear it for their 
eternal salvation. In this hope we have received them, and permitted 
them to remain here. But we have also been obliged to help them 
in externals. This, I trust, my dear Brethren will not disapprove. 
Our Saviour had compassion on the multitude, because they had 
nothing to eat, and He satisfied their hunger by granting His bless- 
ing to the food given. He has also blessed us last year by a plentiful 
harvest. Should we not consider it as a gift from Him, for the 
accomplishment of His gracious purposes. It is true, our surplus 
would have fetched a good price at the Cape, but we thought it right 
to give and lend it to the most necessitous, wheat for six, and barley 
for three rix-dollars below the usual selling price. Thus the Hot- 
tentots’ fields got sown with corn, and we pray God to bless the la- 
bour of their hands, that they may be able to repay what was lent. 

* Another calamity, beside the rust, has visited this neighbourhood, 
viz. mortality among the cattle. We have lost here, at Groenek- 
loof, upwards of twenty horses, bullocks, cows, and.calves; many of 
our neighbours above a hundred. Considering all things belonging 
to the state of this mission, we may truly say, that the mercies of the 
Lord have been daily new, and His compassions fail not. "We goon 
quietly, and seek to preserve peace with all our neighbours. 

‘*IT commend myself and family, and all my fellow-labourers to 
you and all our Brethren’s kind remembrance. Our greatest plea- 
sure is to see such coming to us, who are truly desirous of seeking 
rest for their souls, being convinced of sin, and that there is no other 
hope of salvation but through the merits of our crucified Saviour. 
Most of our new-comers are from the district of Clan-Williams. 
To the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel, and to all friends 
of the Lord’s work among the heathen, we beg to present our most 
cordial salutations, and remain ever, &c. sxc. 


A. M. AUGUST CLEMENS.” 
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From Brother Joun LEMMERTZ. 


‘*GNADENTHAL, /4ugust 20, 1826. 

** ] RECEIVED your letter of January 26th, in July, but not, as you 
supposed, at Enon, but at Gnadenthal, where I have been appointed 
assistant to Brother Hallbeck: I am quite at home in this place, and 
happy in my calling. But both my wife and I cannot deny that we 
felt a great drawing towards Enon, though we are perfectly resigned 
to the will of the Lord concerning us, and trust to Him, that where 
He directs us to be, there He will give us grace to be contented, and 
to proceed in His strength, amidst all our weakness. I am not 
worthy to be His child, and much less to serve Him in His house, 
and only pray that, as I am called to speak to others of the love 
wherewith He has loved us even unto death, I may always have full 
experience of it, and its effects, in my own soul, that thus I may 
exhort others to seek salvation by the same mercy which He has 
shown to me. 

**T am just now employed in giving instruction to eight persons, 
four men and four women, candidates for the Lord’s Supper, who are 
to be confirmed on the 4th of September. 

** Our poor Hottentots suffer much at present, owing to the high 
price of wheat, which is 28 rix-dollars per muid. Nor can they 
earn much by work, as the farmers are likewise in want, and cannot 
employ them. The Lord, however, helps them through from day 
to day. 

** Old Captain Klapmus, whom you visited at Lauweskloof, desired 
me to remember him kindly to you, and to tell you, that he now loves 
our Saviour. He comes frequently to church, and we have indeed 
more hope than formerly that he is sincere, and will in truth turn 
to the Lord Jesus. There are others of our congregation who beg 
to salute you. To many of my dear friends at Bedford and London, 
I beg you to express my grateful remembrance of their kindness 
towards us. We remain ever, &c. &c. 

JOHN anp AGNES LEMMERTZ.” 


From Brother H. P. HALuBeEck. 


** Enon, June 27, 1826. 

** Dear BroTHER—lIn my letter of last May, from Gnadenthal, 
I mentioned my intention of accompanying Brother Nauhaus and his 
wife to Enon, with a view to visit that settlement. I have now spent 
upwards of a fortnight here. Our journey lasted from May 17th to 
June 10th, and though in the middle of the rainy season, we were 
singularly favoured, in not being detained either by rains or rivers. 
To avoid the latter, we turned off from the usual road, soon after our 
entrance into the Langekloof, and passed through 'T’Kommasie, the 
upper part of Oliphant’s river, and in a straight line towards Enon, 
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leaving the Winterhocks hills on our right. This road is a little 
shorter than the other, and has no deep rivers; for the beds, both of 
the Oliphant’s and the Chamtoos rivers (here called Groote revier) 
are quite dry in winter. It is also uncommonly interesting, on ac- 
count of the incredible number of wild animals met with. For 
several days, we were surrounded by thousands of them, spring- 
bucks, quaggas, koodoos, ostriches, &c. and we had also the good 
fortune to discover four lions, not far from our wagons, in the act of 
hunting spring-bucks. It was a great mercy, that the wind blew 
towards them, thus our oxen did not smell the dreaded sovereign of 
the beasts, or they might, as they usually do, have run off at full 
speed, when they never stop, t'.l the wagon is upset and themselves 
quite exhausted. The lions, though they both saw and smelt us, 
showed no signs, either of anger or fear, but continued their walking 
pace, with their whole attention fixed on the spring-bucks. In the 
neighbourhood of the Sunday’s river we fell in with seven elephants. 
One of them, a male of a very large size, brought up the rear, while 
they made their escape over a steep hill. But you would rather hear 
something of this favoured spot, than of the wild animals haunting its 
neighbourhood. I will therefore endeavour to satisfy you, though I 
am not yet so fully acquainted with its state as I hope to be, having 


been obliged to spend most of my time in looking over accounts and 
other household affairs. 


** Since I left Enon, in 1821, the number of inhabitants has more 
than doubled, and amounts at present to near four hundred souls. 
The number of houses and cottages has increased in proportion. I 
have just counted seventy-two, besides the Missionaries’ dwellings. 
The Hottentots subsist almost entirely by their cattle, milk, and now 


and then a little meat, being their usual food. Agriculture and 
gardening are such uncertain sources of supply, that they are thank- 
ful, if they only lose nothing by them; and unless the seasons should 
alter, no advantage is likely to be derived from their gardens and 
fields. One cannot therefore at present press these objects, and in- 
sist upon their gardens being tilled. Lately, however, there have 
been some favourable rains. Burning charcoal and felling timber 
furnish them with the means of earning something, especially such 
as have bullocks and wagons, of which class there is here a greater 
number, in proportion, than at Gnadenthal. The inhabitants, how- 
ever, appear contented, and their healthy looks prove that they suffer 
no material want, and have a wholesome diet. Their dwellings 
seem to be inferior to those at Gnadenthal, which is owing to local 
circumstances. The facility of procuring wood is here so much 
greater, that few will submit to the trouble and labour of building 
walled houses, though assisted by a premium. However, if a few of 
the leading men begin to build them, the rest will contrive, by de- 
grees, to imitate them, and soon find their advantage over a bondhock 
or hartebeest house, both for shelter and durability. 

‘* As to the spiritual state of this congregation, I hope to know 
more ina few days. As far as I am able to jidge, I find here, as every 
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where, that some tares will grow up among the wheat, and that the 
faith and patience of missionaries are, in some Cases, put to severe 
trials. But I may also with truth declare, that the greater number 
of the individuals are an ornament to their Christian profession, and 
many new-comers with earnestness and ‘sincerity, seek the way of 
salvation, and inquire what they must do to be saved. Of this I 
have met with several encouraging instances in the course of this day, 
which has been devoted to speaking with the men individually. 
‘‘The missionaries, with a comparatively trifling expense, have 
effected several material improvements on their premises. A store- 
house, a large and convenient joiner’s shop, with a dwelling for the 
superintending missionary, are finished, and a substantial mill, which 
also sets the pump in motion, by which the garden is irrigated. By 
a late improvement, the power of the mill has been increased, so as 
to grind not only a sufficiency of corn for the place, but for the neigh- 
bourhood, thus yielding a surplus for the support of the mission. In 
this year, however, there is not much work for the mill, there being 
little or no grain in the neighbourhood. The mound or dam in the 


Witte Revier, by which the water is turned into the mill-course, will 
also require repair. 


‘* Since the month of March, there have been abundant rains, and 
there is therefore no want of water or grass, and the cattle are in 


excellent condition, which is always the chief object here. 

‘« Brother and Sister Schmitt have requested leave to retire to rest, 
when a successor can be appointed. 

‘*] passed through Zuurbrak on my journey. The Hottentots 
have dispersed and made huts in the kloofs and corners of the land. 
Some of them applied to me for a teacher, and I thus had an oppor- 
tunity of giving them good advice. 

‘* Many thanks for the news from Europe and other missions, 
given in your letters of January 25th and February 23d.” 


** GNADENTHAL, August 25, 1826. 

‘¢ My last to you was dated from Enon, in which I gave you some 
account of my journey thither, and of the state of things there, and 
promised to continue that subject. Having now returned home, after 
a speedy and very pleasant journey of only twenty days, I hasten to 
fulfil that promise, though I regret, that I have not time to write 
you so long and circumstantial a letter as I could wish. 

‘* Among the dwellings of the Hottentots are two very good houses 
for the widows of the men who fell by the hands of the Caffres. 
The missionaries are yet straitened for room, and the first temporary 
building is very inconvenient as a dwelling-house. We therefore re- 
solved to build a larger house, containing rooms for two families, 
besides a common dining-room and kitchen. 

‘* A church is wanted, but, for the present, the existing place of 
worship is large enough for ordinary occasions. 

‘* The mill and pump, built by Brother Schmitt, are most excellent 
contrivances for the place; without the latter it would be difficult to 
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raise vegetables in the garden, except in rainy seasons. The iron 
pipes answer very well, and recommend themselves by their dura- 
bility. The greatest difficulty connected with the mill and its ap- 
pendages, is to keep the mound in the river in good repair, as it is 
easily damaged by every flood. 

‘* Since the first establishment of Enon, 130 adults and 1083 chil- 
dren have been baptized there: the number of inhabitants is upwards 
of 400. Though imperfections and defects are met with in that, as 
in every other congregation, yet I became acquainted with a great 
number of Hottentots, whom I must love and respect, as brethren 
and sisters in Christ, and whose faith and communion with the Lord 
are truly edifying. 

** Horned cattle are the chief resource of the Hottentots at Enon, 
and I was glad to find, that the herds had increased in proportion to 
the number of inhabitants, since my last visit. The Hottentots 
possess at present about 1100 head of cattle, and there are only a few 
poor families who have not cows to milk. You will easily under- 
stand, tliat such a large herd requires great extent of pasturage for 
its subsistence. ‘The general estimation here is 1000 morgen, for 
100 head of cattle; therefore the inhabitants of Enon ought not to 
increase much in number. But how can we prevent it? We must 
receive such as come to us with a sincere desire to hear and believe 
the gospel. A few of them subsist by gardening and raising corn, 
others earn something by cutting timber, burning charcoal, or peeling 
bark for the tanners. Though these articles are at present very low 
in price, yet the people are thus usefully employed, and small earn- 
ings are better that none. 

‘* In my last letter, I informed you that I proposed to set out from 
Enon on a visit to Uitenhage, Grahamstadt, Theopolis, and Bethels- 
dorp; Brother Schmitt and his wife accompanied me. Colonel Cuy- 
ler remains our good friend. We lodged at his house at Uitenhage, 
and were treated with much kindness by him and his excellent lady. 

** Uitenhage has much increased since you were here; but Gra- 
hamstadt much more. It grows, like a mushroom, with unexampled 
rapidity, and is, next to Capetown, the largest place in the colony. 
The causes of this rapid growth are the trade with the Caffres, the 
military, and the influx of settlers: but as the said trade, depending 
chiefly on the chase, can hardly yield the same advantages for many 
years to come, and the advantages from the military will probably 
decrease, I am afraid that Grahamstadt has passed its zenith; unless 
the Lieutenant-Governor should fix his residence there, which is 
still doubtful. Besides an English Episcopalian church, Methodists, 
Baptists, and Independents, have all their places of worship in this 
town, and government has well cared for the religious instruction of 
the soldiers. They have their garrison church served by a chaplain 
of the Church of England, and a respectable schoolmaster, who, 
with his wife, seems very attentive to his duties in the school. 
Every facility was afforded me by the officers, to have access to the 
people; and the commanding officer had the kindness, without my 
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knowledge, to make known to the whole garrison, or, as it is termed, 
the camp, by his orderly sergeant, that at such an hour, there would 
be divine service performed by me. 

‘* There are at present, six missionary stations in Caffraria, con- 
nected with the Methodist, London Missionary, and Glasgow Socie- 
ties; and most of the chiefs of the Caffres live on friendly terms with 
the colony, and visit Grahamstadt from time to time. ‘The Caffres, 
however, still occasionally commit depredations, but as this is said 
to be against the will of the chiefs, it does.not interrupt the peace. 
Two occurrences of that description happened during my stay in the 
interior, and the public papers will no doubt have informed you of 
the dreadful calamity at Philipolis. 

‘* Great improvements have taken place at Theopolis and Bethels- 
dorp of late years, at which every friend of the Missionary cause 
must rejoice. The places of worship are well attended, the schools 
in excellent order, the people well clothed, and the missionaries, and 
some of the Hottentots, have built good houses. The poorer sort of 
huts are so placed as to be out of sight. Several public improve- 
ments have been effected, particularly at Bethelsdorp, by devoting 
one day of the week to public works, as has been done at Gnaden- 
thal. But the number of cattle has not increased in proportion to 
the increase of inhabitants. In Theopolis, for instance, there are 
now three times as many inhabitants as there were seven years ago, 
but the herd of cattle is only half of what it was at that time. 

** You will, perhaps, have heard, that the Lieutenant-Governor, 
General Bourke, visited Gnadenthal during my absence in the in- 
terior.. Iam told he was very kind and condescending, and promised 
to visit us soon again with his family. 

** Brother Schmitt had several attacks of violent headach, while 
I was at Enon, and Brother Hornig was much distressed by the pain 
in his eye; but Sister Schmitt was better, and the other Brethren and 
Sisters, with their children, were well. This is, thank God, also 
the case here, and, according to letters received a day or two ago, 
at all the other stations.” 

*“* Capetown, September 27, 1826. 

‘*T was at Elim about a fortnight ago, and much pleased with that 
small congregation. Eleven Hottentots’ houses are finished, anda 
few more will soon be completed. The missionaries have erected a 
small neat house, containing a school-room, and a store, which is 
used at present as a carpenter’s shop. One of the Hottentots, who 
was an apprentice under Brother Leitner, has established himself at 
Elim, and is very useful there. The foundation for a new dwelling- 
house is laid, and the house will probably be ready in the course of 
the summer. On my way to town, I visited Groenekloof, and the 
day before yesterday, left all the missionaries there well. 

** The intercourse of our Hottentots with Capetown is frequently 
hurtful to them, on account of the many temptations to which they 
are exposed, but there are still very many excellent characters 
among them, who, through the power and grace of God, avoid the 
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seductions laid in their way. The rainy season which is just ending, 
has been uncommonly wet and cold; and hence there is every reason 
to hope, that we are going to be blessed with a good harvest, which 
would indeed prove a very seasonable relief to this unfortunate 
colony. Not only our poor Hottentots, but all classes are in great 
distress, and with too many nothing is heard but the bitterest com- 
plaints. 

**It is my intention to return home after to-morrow, by way of 
Stellenbosch, and Franschehoek; then I hope to sit down quietly for 
some time, and to be permitted to enjoy our pleasant retreat at 
Gnadenthal. In this season of the year, when all the orchards are 
blooming, and the groves adorned with fresh verdure, it is certainly 
a great privilege to live in such a spot. 

‘* But still greater is the favour, when the work of the Lord and 
His Spirit, manifest by the change in the minds and habits of the in- 
habitants, is taken into account. ‘Though our Hottentots are not in 
every respect what we wish them to be, yet they are infinitely 
superior to those of their nation, who disgrace the streets of Cape- 
town, and whose excesses I cannot behold without a feeling of the 
deepest compassion. On account of the outward distress now pre- 
vailing, we are much engaged in contriving means for relieving the 
poor at Gnadenthal; but we trust that the Lord our Saviour will help 
us through, as he has done on former occasions. It is a great relief 


to our minds, that we are indebted chiefly to English liberality. 
Without this resource, we should be greatly embarrassed. 

** Brother Leitner and his wife were at Gnadenthal in the begin- 
ning of the month, and both tolerably well.” 


‘*GNADENTHAL, October 11, 1826. 

** From the inclosed diaries of Gnadenthal and Hemel-en-Aarde, 
from April to September, 1826, you will learn every thing essential 
regarding the course of these congregations; and, I am assured, find 
abundant reason to thank God our Saviour for what He is doing by 
His Spirit in the hearts of our poor Hottentots, though many imper- 
fections yet appear. In externals, the last months have been very 
distressing, in consequence of the total failure of the last harvest. 
However, we must own, to the praise of our heavenly Father, that 
He has helped us through, and there is now every prospect of the 
worst being overcome. It is, indeed, still uncertain how the wheat 
crop will turn out, as the rust generally makes its appearance in the 
course of this and the next month; but there will, at any rate, be an 
abundant crop of barley, of which more has been sown than in former 
years; and.as oats and barley are now beginning to ripen, our people 
will soon be profitably employed. We have done our best, to assist 
the poor and needy in various ways, out of the fund established four 
years ago. Those that were absolutely destitute, have been sup- 
plied with flour for bread; for others, who were able to work and out 
of employ, we found employment, and thus enabled them to earn 
their livelihood by honest industry. We have, for instance, set this 

* 
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class to dig the gardens for the old widows, by which means both 
parties have been helped: Three large tanks, or reservoirs for 
water have also been dug for the use of the Hottentots, which will 
be ot essential service to them in the dry season, by preventing the 
waste of water, and enabling them to irrigate their gardens more 
abundantly than heretofore, &c. &c. Many of our people are, as 
usual in such years, dispersed in the neighbourhood, of whom, how- 
ever, many return to celebrate the communion and the usual festivals, 
and to partake of the blessings bestowed by the Lord Upon His 
people, when they meet to join in praise and prayer, and in thanks 
for the numberless favours we enjoy, especially thatof knowing Him 
as our Redeemer, by whose blood we are brought nigh and recon- 
ciled to God. Such an assembly met on the 7th of September, which 
proved a day of signal blessing to all present. 

** It is rather strange, that in every year of scarcity we havefewer 
deaths than usual. This was also the case this year, Yesterday, 
however, your old friend Captain Botha departed this life very hap- 
pily, by occasion of the dropsy. He was quite sensible to the last 
moment, and I had an edifying conversation with him two hours 
before he departed. He desired me to salute you most cordially 
from him. 

‘* Our plantations have had a favourable year, there having fallen 
more rain in this rainy season, than in any preceding year im the 
memory of man. Our orchards and vineyards also promise’ an 
abundant retufn, and the pasturage for the cattle is excellent. 

** At Groenekloof, about a fortnight ago, I left all the missionaries 
well in health. The Hottentots there have also their share in the 
general distress, though the neighbourhood of Capetown affords them 
an opportunity of earning something with their bullocks and wagons, 
which is not the case at Gnadenthal. . They were very busy in their 
gardens, and their fields promised well. 

‘“* At Elim, a worthy old Hottentot was baptized last Sunday, and 
two persons were appointed candidates for baptism. The missiona- 
ries are well, and the small congregation in a pleasing course, and 
lived peaceably together. 

“* When I was there in September, an old steady Hottentot said— 
‘ We are now like an old spann of bullocks, accustomed to draw to- 
gether, and every thing is going on smoothly and pleasantly.’ 

‘** A new dwelling-house is building, under the inspection of a Hot- 
tentot mason of this place, and I was quite surprised at the accuracy, 
neatness, and expedition, with which the work is done. Indeed it 
is far more than I thought any native of South Africa capable of, 
and the neighbours of Elim were equally astonished, and obliged to 
acknowledge, that this Hottentot has not his equal, as a mason, 
neither among the Europeans nor the Africans in the whole neigh- 
bourhood; I am happy to add, that he is, in every sense of the word, 
an excellent character, and a pattern of sobriety, industry, and 


christian temper. Perhaps, you may recollect him, though he was 
VoL. Ir. 
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but a young man when you were here. His name is David Baalie; 
and he assisted ih building the church at Groenekloof. 

‘*T commend the mission and the dear Hottentot congregations 
which we have the favour to serve in this country, with ourselves 
and our fellow-labourers, to the kind remembrance and prayers of 
all our dear Brethren and Sisters and friends in Europe, that it may 
please the Lord to continue to be with us, and by His power and 
spirit to cause our work done in Him, to be blessed with abundant 
success, to the praise of His holy name. We salute you all in His 
fellowship, and remain, &c, H. P. HALLBECK.” 


=a 


WEST INDIES. 


JAMAICA. 
Extract of a letter from Brother G. R. Timzus. 


‘* New EpeEn, September 30, 1826. 

“ For the kind remembrance of us, expressed in your letters, and 
for the prayers of our Brethren in Europe in our behalf, we beg to 
return our grateful thanks. We, imdeed, experience the benefit of 
your participation. Divine help and encouragement have put our 
weak faith toshame. Our greatest grief is, that we love Him so 
little, who has bought us with His own precious bloods 

‘« Our meetings with the negroes have been well attended, though 
we regret that the people from the mountains come only on Sunday. 
The new people, baptized, and communicants from thence, come only 
once in two months to speak with us individually; those from the 
estate attend the evening-meetings on Sundays, Wednesdays, and 
Fridays, pretty regularly; but they form but a small part of the con- 
gregation. When I look at the old church-books, and diaries, I pray 
the Lord to grant us a revival, and to give us grace to labour more 
zealously in this part of His vineyard. Elim furnishes the greatest 
number; and most of them are women, elderly communicants. The 
negroes from the mountains speak very unintelligibly; we have to 
catch at some word, guess at its connexion, and answer accordingly. 
But as they understand us, we direct them to the principal subject, 
the love of Jesus to lost sinners. When we donot comprehend what 
they say, they seem discouraged. 

‘*T am afraid some of them speak without feeling in their hearts 
what they utter with their lips. When we sometimes ask the new 
people what has been said at church, some will say, ‘ Massa speak 
sweet word.’ ‘But what was it about?? ‘Me cannot say it like 
Massa;’ and this is all they know about it. A few recollect the 
words and their meaning; and you may be sure, that is pleasant and 
encouraging to us. 

** Our changing places with Brother Ellis, and taking our turn at 
Hopeton, is, in some respects, very agreeable; but it is also attended 


’ 
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with inconvenience. I am never here on Communion Sundays and 
prayer-days, and, for want of time, I cannot get to know even the 
names of the new people, of whom there are many in all the three 
places. For travelling, the mornings, from 5 to 8, are most delight- 
ful. At Hopeton, we preach in the hall, and at Isle, im the coffee- 
mill. The last time I was there, five white gentlemen attended 
part of the service. May the Lord grant me grace and patience to 
labour for the welfare of the children; our future situation will re- 
quire this of us. The devotedness of the ladies at Hopeton, Payne’s- 
town, and the Cruise, is very praiseworthy. The children on the 
estates show, at present, little inclination to attend their particular 
meetings. 

‘** As for our health, we have both been very well in Jamaica, as 
well as ever we were in England, but I have carefully avoided ex- 
posing myself to rain, and to the heat of a mid-day’s sun. 

** Mr. Morrice, the manager of the Bogue estate, departed this 
life. To us he behaved in the most friendly manner. We experience 
the same friendly disposition in Mr. R., of Mesopotamia. 

‘* Some chapels are building in this part of the country, for the 
service of the established church. 

‘IT commend myself and my dear wife to the remembrance and 
prayers of all my Brethren and friends, that the Lord may bless our 
poor service in His house, and grant to us all the gifts we need, to 


labour acceptably in so promising a field. _I remain ever, &c. &c. 
G. R. TIM/EUS.” 


From Brother Joun E.tis. 


‘* FAIRFIELD, in the Maypay Hits, October 11, 1826. 

**Dear BrorHeR—We thank you for your kind letters of July 5th, 
giving us the welcome intelligence of the safe arrival of the ship 
Nolusia, with Brother Buker and his wife, and Miss Cath. Scott on 
board. We began to be anxious about the safety of that vessel. 

‘* You will be pleased to hear, that the building on the land given 
by our friend, Mr. Hutchinson Scott, for a missionary settlement of 
the Brethren’s Church, is advancing, arrangements having been made 
with the workmen for that purpose We also rejoice to hear, that 
Brother Light will likewise in time obtain a more convenient situa- 
tion, and a proper church built; and what is more cheering, that he 
is likely to have it filled with devout hearers. In one of his late 
letters, he writes, that the meetings have been unusually well at- 
tended, and adds: ‘It is the time of mercy for this once hardened 
people.’ 

** Since my last to you, I have, by invitation, visited Sir H. F. 
H.’s estate, in the parish of Vere, and found it a very populous 
neighbourhood. The negroes, with whom I had an opportunity of 
conversing, declared, that they are anxious to receive Christian in 
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struction. This makes us very desirous.of complying with Sir H.’s 
request, to form a settlement on his property. 

** We wish much to receive more assistants in this field of labour, 
the niore, as the rainy reason is coming on, and travelling from place 
to place becomes more difficult and dangerous. Circumstanced as 
we are at present, we can seldom visit Mesopotamia, which we much 
regret. The people express eagerness for instruction, the truth of 
which, we shall be able»better to ascertain, when a missionary is 
stationed at Lennox, and will visit them regularly every four weeks. 
When I was there about eight weeks ago, I found the mission-house 
put into good repair, but the people did not attend so well as on some 
former occasions, so that I entertained some doubts, whether they are 
quite sincere in their professions. 

** At Hopeton and its neighbourhood, the testimony of the Gospel 
seems to be joyfully received. A visit to that place often proves re- 
freshing to our own souls, for, besides the joy we feel in seeing so 
many negroes, who seem in truth to be seeking to know their Saviour, 
we have pleasing intercourse with many Christian friends. 

‘* We also continue to be much encouraged in our labours here at 
Fairfield. Our church, which is large, is frequently well filled. 
Many new people come from a great distance. ‘ Zhe harvest truly 
is great, but the labourers are few.’ 

‘* Brother Pfeiffer and his wife have, ever since their arrival, en- 


joyed good health, and make themselves already very useful in the 
service of the congregation. 

** Our congregation begs to join us in commending this work of 
God to the prayers of all our Brethren and Sisters, and friends, and 
in cordial salutation to the Society for the Furtherance of the Gospel. 
Iam, &c. Your affectionate Brother, JOHN ELLIS.” 


From Brother James Licur. 


** Irwin, December 8, 1826. 
*“* Dear BroTHER—Your welcome letter of July 6, came safe to 


hand, and I thank you for the various and interesting information it 
contaified. The Periodical Accounts, Missionary Register, and Re- 
ports of the Bible Society, are always a great treat to us, and we 
beg you will continue to favour us with them. 


**T hope that my dear Brethren will not be discouraged by the 


pressure of the times, occasioned by the failure of mercantile specu- 
lations. 


The Lord will carry on His work; and He does carry it 
forward. The day is fast approaching, when the knowledge of the 
Lord shall cover the earth, and His name be known and glorified in 
its utmost bounds. And while He is pleased to make use of weak 
human instruments to execute His divine purposes, though they may 
now and then appear to be retarded in their progress, and here and 
there apparently foiled by the enemy, they ghall prosper in the end, 
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by the word of His testimony. Whatever happens on earth, with 
Hiin there is no variableness or shadow of turning. 

‘* I mentioned in my last, that our generous friends, the Messrs. 
H. have done what was necessary to secure to us a piece of land, for 
the building of a church and missionary’s house. 
will soon be taken in hand. 

** Our people are growing in self-knowledge, and in desire to know 
the way of salvation. The public servicesthroughout the year were 
more numerously attended than formerly: the evening-meetings chiefly 
by the negroes ‘on Mr. Hall’s’estate. Last Sunday, our little flock 
met to enjoy the Lord’s Supper, and were spiritually refreshed by 
His gracious presence; twenty-four of the number were absent, being 
prevented (as we afterwards on inquiry found,) either by sickness, or 
by being on duty; forty were present. 

‘© You may have heard, that this island has been again spared 
from experiencing the dreadful effects of a hurricane. The last was 
in 1818. But during the last month, we had very heavy rain, and 
in some places, between the 8th and 16th, the rains fell in torrents, 
attended with strong gusts of wind. In some parts of the island 
considerable damage has been sustained, both in provision and cane- 
lands. Some lives were lost by the violence of the rushing of the 
waters down the mountains and gullies. In one parish ten persons 


The work, I trust, 


lost their lives, by foolishly attempting to cross the river in a cooler, 
(a flat bottomed vessel, into which the sugar is thrown, as ‘t comes 


directly from the boiler.) This was the more distressing, as by a 
very short turn, they might have gone safely to the place to which 
they were bound. A trusty servant was drowned in attempting to 
swim across a river, with a view to report to his master, that all 
was safe on his property. In Clarendon, on the south side, a mother 
and five children were suddenly killed by the fall of a mass of earth 
giving way from the neighbouring mountain, and overwhelming the 
house. Her husband happened to be out of the house, when the 
earth fell upon it. Brother Timzus wrote to me, that they were 
shut up in their house at New Eden, by the waters, from Friday till 
Tuesday, and that the thunder and lightning were terrible. In our 
parish, we had much rain and high wind, but no material damage 
was done, and we look forward to an average sugar harvest. 

‘** We long to hear that some Brother is appointed to succeed our 
late fellow-labourer, Brother Becker. He is much wanted. We 
are thankful, that, by God’s mercy, all our Brethren on the south 
side have enjoyed good health during these stormy months, though 
they have had much on their hands, especially Brother Ellis. As 
far as regards our own health, I desire to be thankful, that we have 
been enabled to attend to our calling, and have not by sickness been 
obliged to leave any part of our duty undone or neglected, though 
we have now and then suffered from rheumatic affections. We are 
thereby reminded, that time is short, and that we must work, while 
it is day, under a deep sense of the importance of our commission, 
* to beseech men to be reconciled to God.’ 
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** May the Lord strengthen us in all our weakness, and grant us 
to serve Him with gladness. We commend ourselves, and.our small 
congregation, and the whole work of the Lord in this island, to the 
loving participation and prayers of all our dear friends and Brethren 
every where. I am ever, &c. &c. JAMES LIGHT.” 


== 


ST. KITTS. 
From Brother Samurt Hocus. 


‘* BASSETERRE, WVovember 29, 1826. 

** DeEaR BrRotHER—I embrace this opportunity, to inform you, 
that, through the goodness and. mercy of our God and Saviour, we 
arrived safe and well on the 22d instant, here in St. Kitt’s, after a 
voyage of six weeks and four days, and were most cordially received 
by our dear Brethren and Sisters Johansen and Staude, at Basseterre, 
and on the following day, by the Brethren Scholefield and Shick, 
who came to us from Bethesda; but to:describe to you with what 
joy and gratitude many of our congregation welcomed us already on 
landing on the beach, and in the evening joined us, at a public meet- 
ing, to praise and adore the Lord in our behalf, is more than I can 
do. Many who did not know of our arrival, came not only the fol- 
lowing, but every day since we have been here, to see us, ‘wishing 
us the Lord’s blessing, and that He would preserve us in health. 

**We sincerely trust, that He will hear their and our prayers, as 
indeed He has done in times past, and especially on this our voyage, 
bringing us through many known as well as hidden dangers. The 
daily word on the day of our arrival, most beautifully expressed our 
feelings on this subject: Zhe Lord hath heard my supplication; the 
Lord will receive my prayer, Ps.6.9. On the preceding days also, 
and during the whole voyage, the texts appointed for every day were 
particularly precious to our hearts, and seemed addressed immediately 
to ourselves by the Holy Spirit, whereby we have been cheered, 
comforted, and encouraged to trust in God for future blessings and 
support. 

** The dangers attending navigation in the British Channel, through 
contrary winds, are well known, of which we had our full share, con- 
nected with no small anxiety, especially before we got into the open 
sea, being too near the Scilly Rocks; but on the 17th of October, 
towards evening, we were delivered from all fear on entering the 
Bay of Biscay. But we had even now*'to contend, till the 25th of 
October, with westerly winds, and for two days were obliged to lay 
to in consequence of a smart gale. 

** Henceforward, we met with nothing extraordinary, except on 
the 29th, when our captain and officers alarmed not only themselves, 
but the whole ship’s company with a terrifying report, that a vessel 
was in sight, making all possible sail towards us, which they seemed 
to be quite confident could be no other than aspirate. In this per- 
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plexity we cried to the Lord, that He would not only protect us from 
all harm, but deliver us from needless'fear and anxiety; and it was 
as if He said to us ‘ why are ye fearful, O ye of little faith,’ as 
once to His disciples. Our sadness was soon turned into joy, for we 
found that the strange vessel carried English colours, and was bound 
to Jamaica. Being Sunday, our captain and a fellow passenger at- 
tended Divine worship, in our cabin, which they repeated for two 
other succeeding Sundays, and once I delivered a discourse, by the 
captain’s desire, on deck, when most of the ship’s company attended. 
** Having a small cabin for ourselves, we could daily enter into 
our closet, shutting the door, read, meditate, and pray before Him, 
who seeth in secret, when He owned and blessed us, according to 
His word. My poor wife was greatly afflicted with sea-sickness, till, 
on the 19th of November, we came in sight of Deseada, and, late in 
the evening, of Antigua, the sea being almost calm. O what grati- 
tude did we feel towards our gracious Lord for His great mercies! 
The following morning, when, coming on deck, we saw Antigua on 
the one, and Montserrat on the other side of us, how glad should we 
have been to send greeting in a note to our dear missionaries there, 
if it had been in our power, especially as we were becalmed the 
whole day, in that direction. However, on the next day, a gentle 
breeze brought us to our destined port in safety. Remember us in 
your prayers. I am ever, &c.&c. Your affectionate Brother, 
SAMUEL HOCH.” 


BARBADOES. 


From Brother SAMUEL BRUNNER. 


** Suaron, December 18, 1826. 

“ Dear BrorHER—You have made me acquainted with the ap- 
pointment of Brother Ricksecker, from Lancaster, in North America, 
to go to Tobago, where, at the request of Mr. Hamilton, and other 
friends, the mission of the Brethren among the negroes in that island 
is to be renewed, and I have now the pleasure to inform you, that 
this Brother, with his wife and child, safely arrived with us on the 
14th instant, 

‘** They left Bridgeport, in America, on the 9th of October, for 
Antigua, arrived there on the 11th of November, and were detained 
by Brother Ricksecker’s being indisposed till the 4th of December, 
when they took their passage in the Mail-boat, for this island. We 
shall be glad to have them with us for a month or two, that they may 
become acquainted with the course of a negro congregation. 

**In the week before last, we spoke individually with 224 new 
people, and candidates for baptism; and yesterday, being our prayer- 
day, four adults were baptized, and twenty new people admitted to 
the class of candidates for baptism. 
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“* Some time ago I asked some proprietors, whether they had any 
objection to our establishing a Sunday-school for the negro children, 
to teach them to read. Theiranswer being encouraging, we began, 
in reliance on the Lord’s help, and hoping that He will prosper our 
endeavours. ‘The beginning was with a very small number, which 
has now increased to twenty-five; some come in the evening during 
the week, of their own accord, to be instructed. 

** Since October 29, Mount Chance is now called Mount Tabor. 
Tn the neighbourhood of that place, and animated by the example of 
our worthy friends, Mr. and Mrs. Haynes, we hope that other pro- 
prietors will be willing to assist in the support of the mission and 
schools. 

** On Monday last Brother Taylor wrote, as follows: ‘ We had 
more strangers here yesterday at our public service, than on any 
Sunday before. There was a funeral in our new burial-ground at 
nine A. M. From the grave we went to the church, where I 
delivered a short exhortation. Many of the relations of the deceased 
came to the public services, both in the fore-and afternoon. In the 
evening, ¢leven white persons were present. Fifty-sevenmew peo- 
ple and candidates for baptism, came to speak with us individually.’ 

‘* With the exception of some of the children, who are at present 
ailing of a fever, we are, thank God, well in health in both.places, 
and commending ourselves and this mission to the faithful remem- 
brance in prayer of all our Brethren and friends, I remain ever, &c. 
&c. Your affectionate Brother, SAMUEL BRUNNER.” 


A BRIEF REPORT 


Of the State and Progress of the Misstons of the UNITED BRETHREN? 
in the year 1826, extracted from the General Account of the events 


of that year, transmitted by the Elder’s Conference of the Unity 
to the Congregations. 


*¢ Tue past year has been one of unusual activity in our missionary 
work. We can confidently and thankfully declare, in regard to the 
labours of our Brethren among the heathen, that the blessing which 
has rested upon them, has far exceeded what our weak faith-and 
anxiety led us to expect. In thirty-seven stations, no fewer than 
185 Brethren and Sisters have been employed. 

** NORTH AMERICA.—The CHEROKEE congregations, collect- 
ed by our missionaries at Spring-Place and Oochgelogy, are, indeed, 
but small, consisting at present of not more than from eighteen to 
twenty adults, and about as many children, who attend the school; 
but the neighbouring Indians and negroes flock to the meetings in 
considerable numbers. By commission of the Wachovian Conference, 
Brother Theodore Shultz, of Salem, paid a visit to these stations, 
which lasted from April Sd, to May 13th; during the course of 
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which, he witnessed with astonishment the evident effects of the 
power of the grace of God upon Indian hearts; and could indulge a 
joyful hope of the future prosperity of these congregations, even in 
the event of the Cherokee nation being compelled by the state of 
Georgia to emigrate westward, beyond the Mississippi. An Indian, 
named David Brown, educated in Connecticut, has translated the 
New Testament into the Cherokee language. 

** After an eight months’ visit in Pennsylvania, Brother Lucken- 
bach and his wife returned to Upper Canada, and were received with 
wonted affection by the congregation at New Fairfield. The affec- 
tionate letter addressed to the Delaware Indians, by the Provincial 
Conference at Bethlehem, was listened to with serious attention, and 
appeared to be attended with the desired effects, to encourage them 
more diligently to seek after the One Thing needful. The sum 
allowed by the Canadian government, as compensation for damage 
done to the settlement during the campaign of 1813, it was hoped, 
would enable them to undertake the building of a church. 

** LABRADOR.—The Harmony sailed for Labrador, on the 3d 
of June, reached Okkak on the 30th of July, and after visiting the 
three settlements on the coast, set out on her homeward voyage on 
the 7th of September. She arrived in the Thames, October the 
7th, bringing home Brother Meisner with his wife and daughter, and 
the single Brother Beck. The accounts which have been received 
from our Esquimaux congregations, both written and verbal, agree 
in stating that their internal course has been, on the whole, very 
satisfactory; and that the meetings and schools have been diligently 
attended. A long, severe, and snowy winter rendered it very diffi- 
cult for the Esquimaux to lay in a sufficient stock of provision. The 
bay of Nain continued blocked up with ice, from the 30th of No- 
vember to the 30th of June. In the depth of winter, the cold was 
so intense, that Fahrenheit’s thermometer sunk from 36° to 40°, 
below 0. In July, the quicksilver rose as high as 86°. 

‘* Our Brethren at Hopedale hoped to finish the erection of their 
new church before the end of October. At that settlement, 188 
Esquimaux resided; at Okkak, 350, and at Nain, 228. The 50th 
Anniversary of Hopedale was celebrated by old and young, with pe- 
culiar emotions of joy and gratitude to the Lord, whose presence was 
powerfully felt at all the solemn meetings of that festival. 

** GREENLAND.—On the 14th of May, the Brethren Ihrer and 
Ulbricht, (the former of whom had been married at Neudietendorf, 
to Sister Louisa Kleinschmidt) arrived at Lichtenfels, in Greenland. 
Brother Ulbricht has been appointed to serve the mission at New 
Herrnhut, from whence Brother Albert returned to Europe. Brother 
and Sister Ihrer proceed to Lichtenau. The ship from Julianenhaab 
returned to Copenhagen as early as July 31st, bringing Brother Popp 
from Fredericksthal, whose shattered health, we trust, may be re- 
cruited by a visit to his native country: his residence for a quarter of 
a year in a Greenland family-house, containing 36 persons, having 
produced no beneficial effect upon it. ‘The Lord’s blessing continued 
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to rest abundantly upon the new settlement, which already is occu- 
pied by 256 Greenlanders. During the whole of this second winter, 
which was, however, not quite so stormy as the first, the missiona- 
ries were under the necessity of remaining in their cold damp hut, 
built of sods, for want of a sufficient quantity of boards to build a 
house: yet Brethren Kleinschmidt and De Fries continued well in 
health, to the astonishment of all. It was, however, found necessary 
to remove this house, which had already been partly erected, to the 
other side of the rivulet, that it might be sheltered, in some measure, 
by a rising ground, from the violence of the winds. The foundation 
was laid for the new building on June the Sd. 

‘* A dangerous epidemic, the principal symptoms of which were 
cold in the head and pleurisy, broke’ out early in the winter, among 
the 600 inhabitants of Lichtenau, and lasted throughout the whole of 
it. A similar disorder prevailed at New Herrnhut, and proved more 
fatal. At that station, the missionaries were unable to sow their 
gardens before the beginning of July, and the long continuance of 
drift-ice proved of serious hindrance to the Greenlanders in the seal- 
fishery. Otherwise, there was no want of a supply at any of our 
settlements. At Lichtenau, where there are 364 inhabitants, they 


were long blocked up by immense masses of snow. In general, our 


Brethren at all the missionary stations, could rejoice over the spiritual 
course of their congregations, and a special work of grace was ob- 


servable among the youth. 

** WEST INDIES.—TIn the three Danish islands, St. Thomas, 
St. Croix, and St. John’s, divine life appears to pervade the seven ne- 
gro congregations. The most numerous is that at Friedensfeld, in 
St. Croix, which numbers 2232 persons. The moist weather, so 
fruitful for the sugar plantations, had, however, produced dangerous 
fevers, from which our European Brethren and Sisters had their 
share of suffering. Three active missionaries, in the prime of life, 
were called home to eternal rest, viz. Sister Sparmeyer, of St. Croix, 
in Septembér; Sister Blitt, of St. Thomas, in October; and Brother 
Gloeckler, in St. John’s. The mission was reinforced by the arrival of 
Brother Eberman and his wife, from North America, and Brother 
and Sister Plattner, and the single Brethren Klingenberg and Frey- 
tag, from Germany: also by the safe return of Brother Jung, from a 
visit to Europe. 

** In November, Brother Zetzsche sailed for St. Thomas. Brother 
and Sister Hohe have returned to Europe, after a faithful service of 
twenty-one years. Brother Sybrecht has undertaken the superin- 
tendance of the external affairs of the mission, and removed with 
that view to New Herrnhut. Our mission-premises were graciously 
preserved from harm during a second destructive fire in the town of 
Tappus, the capital of St. Thomas. On August 21st, the missionary 
family at New Herrnhut, celebrated the 94th Anniversary of the 
commencement of the mission in St. Thomas. ‘They had occupied 
their present dwelling-house fifty years. 

‘* BRITISH ISLANDS.—By the appoigtment of two bishops of 
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the Established Church, to direct the ecclesiastical affairs of the 
British West Indies, the relations existing between our missionaries 
and the population of the islands appears likely to be affected. To 
the service of the mission in Antigua, where 14823 negroes are 
under the care of our Brethren, Brother Wright, from St. Kitts, and 
Brother Muentzer, and the Brethren Simon and Zippel from Europe, 
have been newly appointed. A new mission-house has been begun 
at St. John’s, the present building having been found too small to 
provide the needful accommodation. ‘The single sister M‘Dermot, 
of Gracehill, has lately accepted a call to this mission. Several 
shocks of earthquakes were felt in January, and again in April, of a 
stronger description, so as to alarm the inhabitants. Though suffer- 
ing from frequent indisposition, twenty-one Brethren and Sisters in 
this island have been enabled to persevere in their work with joy, and 
to see abundant fruit of their labours. 

**In Barbadoes, on the 2d of February, Brother Lichtenthaler, 
after short service in that mission, departed this life. Brother Tay- 
lor and his wife arrived on the 17th of May, from Antigua, and were 
received with great joy by the worthy proprietor of the plantation, 
Mount Chance. Brother Brunner, who was still labouring under the 
effects of his severe fall, was rejoiced to welcome Brother Seitz, 
from Neuwied, as his assistant, towards the end of April. The 
public and private services continued to be attended by an increasing 
number of negroes, and about 60 children received instruction. The 
congregation at Sharon consists of about 338 members. 

** The Brethren and Sisters Shick and Staude have entered into 
the service of the mission, in St. Kitt’s, one of our most flourishing 
fields of labour in the West Indies. The two congregations, at 
Basseterre and Bethesda, continue to increase; to the former belong 
about 3000, to the latter 1838 negroes; 700 children are under in- 
struction at both stations. Brother Hoch, from Okbrook, has been 
appointed to supply the place of Brother Scholefield, who is called 
to Jamaica; and Brother Klose, of Gnadenfrey, that of Brother Staude, 
who retired, owing to his weak state of health. ‘The widow Sisters 
Sautter and Lichtenthaler, have removed to Bethlehem. 

** Our missions in Jamaica are, by the Lord’s blessing, on the ad- 
vance. Of our three congregations on that island, New Eden num- 
bers 1213 negroes; Fairfield 1190, Irwin and its vicinity about 300. 
Sister Berger soon followed her husband into eternal rest, and Brother 
Becker and his wife were necessitated, by increasing infirmities, to 
request their dismission, after a faithful service of twenty-four years 
in the West Indies, and returned to England. These vacancies ren- 
dered the arrival of the Brethren Timzus and Pfeiffer doubly wel- 
come to the remaining missionaries. On Jafwary 15th, the new 
church at Fairfield was consecrated, under a powerful sensation of 
our Saviour’s gracious presence. The Brethren Ellis, Light; and 
Timzus, continue to make periodical visits to Hopeton and Mesopo- 
tamia. 

‘* A mission in the island of Tobago was begun as early as the 
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year 1790; but it was interrupted shortly after by the departure of 
our late Brother Montgomery. It was renewed in 1799, at the 
earnest request, and by the generous assistance of the late Mr. Hamil- 
ton; but again discontinued upon his decease, in 1801. 

** Agreeably to the wishes of his son, and of several other pro- 
prietors of estates, it will be recommenced; and to this service, 
Brother Ricksecker, of Lancaster, in North America, has been lately 
appointed. 

** SURINAM.—On the 14th of July, fifty years had elapsed since 
the baptism of the first negro by our Brethren at Paramaribo. That 
day was therefore kept as a solemn festival by the negro congrega- 
tion; and the various services were attended by a numerous company, 
not only of negroes, but also of the white inhabitants of the town, 
who all appeared to take a lively interest in the prosperity of this 
work of God. The church proved far too small to contain all who 
wished to be present. Since the first baptismal transaction in 1776, 
$477 adult negroes have been baptized, and the congregation, at 
present, consists of 1240 members, besides 500 new people. Several 
planters, in the neighbourhood of Paramaribo, have invited our 
Brethren to preach the Gospel to their negroes. Brother Buck has 
been obliged to return to Europe, by repeated attacks of rheumatism. 
Another painful loss was sustained by the mission, in January and 
February, by the departure of the Sisters Graff and Voigt; and in 
September, by the alarming illness of Brother Genth, whose life was, 
at one time, despaired of, but who is now slowly recovering. Brother 
Graff having visited Europe, will return to the service of the mission. 

‘* Two Brethren, who formerly served the mission in Surinam, for 
above thirty years, have in this year finished their course with joy, 
viz. Brother Langballe at Bethlehem, in February; and Brother 
Randt at Herrnhut, in May. 

‘**SOUTH AFRICA.—The mission of the Cape of Good Hope 
proceeds with the blessing of the Lord upon it. Brother and Sister 
Lemmertz returned to their former post in the beginning of the year, 
accompanied by Brother and Sister Sonderman. Brother and Sister 
Teutsch followed some months later. The crops had again failed; 
and in the neighbourhood of Groenekloof, a mortal distemper among 
the cattle caused serious loss. The abundance of pumpkins at Enon, 
alleviated the distress occasioned by the scarcity of corn; and at 
Gnadenthal, the poor Hottentots have been enabled to satisfy their 
hunger, by means of a plentiful supply of wild almonds. The num- 
ber of inhabitants of Gnadenthal was 1218. In the early part of the 
year, new life, and love to Jesus appeared to be enkindled in the 
hearts of the Hottentots, many of whom joined themselves into little 
companies, and engaged with each other to walk as true followers of 
the Lord. 

‘© Of the patients in the leper’s hospital, at Hemel-en-Aarde, 
whose number exceeds 100, more than half have been awaken- 
ed through the labours of Brother and Sister Leitner, and those who 
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have been admitted members of the Church of Christ, appear to 
grow daily in knowledge and grace. 

‘* Elim increases gradually, and is a blessing to the whole neigh- 
bourhood. On festival occasions, more than two hundred friends 
have sometimes attended the meetings. The Sunday-school is fre- 
quented by a large company, both of adults and children, and a 
means of benefit to old and young. Owing to the pressure of the 
times, many Hottentot families have flocked to Groenekloof; the 
work of the Holy Spirit, which appeared evident among these poor 
people, has been productive of blessed effects likewise among the 
older inhabitants, whereby our Brethren have been encouraged to 
persevere in their work with renewed confidence. The congregation 
at Enon has increased to 400 members, the number of inhabitants, 
to 450. Brother Hallbeck accompanied Brother and Sister Nauhaus 
thither in May last, and spent above five weeks, from June 10th to 
July 26th, at Enon and its neighbourhood, witnessing with joy and 
thankfulness, the earnest desire of the Hottentots to be made ac- 
quainted with Christ and His great salvation. 


ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 
DIRECTORS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE UNITED BRETHREN 


For propagating the Gospel among the Heathen, made to that Society 
at their stated meeting, August 21, 1827. 


Very soon after the last stated meeting of the Society, on the 25th 
of August, 1826, the Board of Directors was duly apprized that our 
respected Brother C. G. Hueffel, President of the Society, had ac- 
cepted of an appointment as one of the members of the missionary 
department in the Elders’ Conference of the Brethren’s Unity, or 
Board of General Directors of the whole concerns of the United 
Brethren, located at Herrnhut in Saxony, to which station he had 
been duly elected. Additionally to this new and important charge 
which called our dear Brother Hueffel from among us, he received 
about the commencement of the present year a commission from his 
future colleagues, to travel to Europe by way of the Danish and 
British West India Islands, and thus effect a thorough visitation of all 
our missions there, before he joined them. In pursuance of these 
arrangements Brother Hueffel, on the 9th of March, took a final leave 
of the Board and commenced his long journey by way of New York, 
accompanied by our best wishes and fervent prayers. We are sure 
that the reciprocal confidence and warm affection subsisting between 
the missionary department of the Brethren’s whole Unity and our So- 
ciety, cannot fail to be still more firmly cemented by the auspicious 
circumstance that Brother Hueffel, who has for nearly eight years 
presided over this Society, and is intimately acquainted with its 
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whole concerns, will now act as a member of the Board to whom the 
superintendance of all our missions is entrusted in the last instance, 
to contribute to aid the exertions of which is the exclusive object of 
our Society. We rejoice the more in this remarkable contingency, 
as it happens exactly at the time when our Society has just become 
capable, by the wonderful favour of the Lord, after many years of 
trying difficulties, to render efficient and substantial aid to the great 
work which he vouchsafes to carry on in the various missions of the 
Brethren under the immediate assistance of that department—a 
period which we, together with the whole Society, gratefully hail, as 
the fulfillment of our fervent prayers and those of our predecessors. 
The duties of President by our dear Brother Hueffel’s departure de- 
volved on Brother Lewis Dav. de Schweinitz, elected Vice-President 
of the Society, at its last annual meeting. 

The Board of Directors exerted themselves during the year to the 
best of their ability in rendering available to the best advantage, the 
ample funds which had been entrusted to them for the purposes of 
the Society, and were efficiently and judiciously aided in their en- 
deavours by the committee appointed to scrutinize the nature of ap- 
plications for loans. In consequence they have the pleasure to re- 
port, that the interest due has been in every instance received with- 
out difficulty or delay, so that the treasurer was enabled, agreeably 
to the resolution heretofore adopted, in the course of the year, to pay 
over to the agent of the Brethren’s missions in general, very consi- 
derable sums, as they from time to time became disposable. The 
aid which has thus been afforded to the Mission’s Diacony of the 
Brethren since the last annual meeting of the Society, amounts to 
the sum of eight thousand dollars. 

In the course of the year just past we had gratefully to acknow- 
ledge another signal mercy of the Lord. It will be recollected, that 
agreeably to the negociations and agreement with the United States, 
concerning the desirable retrocession of the lands formerly held in 
trust by the Society for our Christian Indians, it had been provided, 
that the Indians in our mission at New Fairfield should annually re- 
ceive an annuity from government amounting to four hundred dollars, 
as soon as the avails of the retroceded land should amount to a 
sufficient sum. The disadvantages and impediments those sales la- 
boured under, such as to require the interference of a new act of 
Congress to promote them, led us to fear, that considerable time 
must elapse before this essential part of the arrangement could be 
carried into execution. But the honourable and generous disposition 
of government, aided by the friendly endeavours of Governor Cass, 
relieved us from that inquietude. Letters from Brother Luckenbach 
at New Fairfield informed us, that the Indians under the care of our 
missionaries there, had towards the close of last year received a 
summons from Governor Cass to repair by deputation to Detroit, and 
had there received their first annuity from him to the full value of 
$400, which at their request was entirely taken out in clothing. 
The satisfaction had been universal on the eqwal distribution of these 
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articles among them, of which, from the failure of other resources, 
they stood most particularly in need. We have only to deplore that 
the unavoidable necessity of a considerable number of our Indians 
repairing to Detroit annually to receive this annuity, adds in an un- 
desirable degree to the great temptations to which they are always 
exposed upon such occasions. In the mean time it is to be acknow- 
ledged with due gratitude, that the Directors, in answer to a tender 
of their sincere thanks to Governor Cass for his generous interven- 
tion, received from that gentleman the best assurances, that he 
would endeavour to prevent as much as possible the dangerous effects 
of such temptations. 

We proceed now to communicate a succinct view of the occur- 
rences, although not very remarkable, in the missions of the Brethren 
in this country, which are the peculiar object of the solicitude of the 
Society. They have generally speaking continued as for some years 
past, to experience the patience and long-suffering of the Lord our 
Saviour, without any very striking events. 


The Mission at New Fairfield in Canada 


has during the year enjoyed again the united labours of our dear 
missionaries there. Our Brother Luckenbach, after his return from 
his visit to us at Bethlehem, had frequent opportunities in the course 
of the present year to rejoice the hearts of our Indians, and more 
especially of the children, with tokens of affection and little en- 
couraging gifts, placed at his disposal by individuals and societies 
among us for the purpose. The impression made by the novel in- 
troduction of a piano forte to accompany the singing at Christmas, 
was particularly pleasing. Besides the usual opportunities for edifi- 
cation afforded by the regular meeting, and the celebration of festival 
and memorial days, a signal one occurred on the 20th day of April, 
when the foundation of the new church was laid in a solemn manner, 
to the erection of which our Indians have very properly devoted the 
sums which they have begun to receive from the British government, 
in indemnification for the destruction of their public buildings during 
the late war. 

The excellent sleighing, of uncommon duration, which a severe 
but not injurious season afforded, greatly facilitated the transportation 
of the necessary timber, which had been cut by united exertions, so 
that on the day beforementioned the work of erecting the church 
could be commenced. The whole congregation having assembled 
on the spot selected, a solemn prayer was offered up unto Him to 
whose service this temple is to be dedicated, and all joined in sing- 
ing appropriate hymns, under a very general and deep emotion per- 
ceptible throughout the assembly. With the utmost alacrity the 
work was then commenced, and they succeeded in blocking up the 
building to half the intended height. The completion was neces- 
sarily deferred until after corn-planting, and has since proceeded 
slowly. Confident hopes were, however, entertained, that before 
winter the church would be ready for consecration and use. Men- 
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tion has already been made of the unexpected early payment of the 
annuity due from the United States. A general deficiency of the 
usual means of procuring clothing, caused this assistance to be the 
more welcome, and the twelve deputies sent to Detroit, in order to 
receive it, had been instructed in consequence to take out the value 
ofthe annuity in such articles, which were on their return distributed 
among all to general satisfaction. 

It remained a subject of great regret that such deputations, and in 
a still greater degree the resort of all the Indians to Malden to pro- 
cure the usual aids of the British government, (which moreover 
proved unusually scanty this season,) are always attended with de- 
plorable opportunities for sinful indulgencies,—especially in the im- 
prudent use of spirituous liquors. The annual exposure to such 
powerful temptations, is almost always attended with very sad con- 
sequences;—not rarely even those, whose sincere intentions and good 
resolutions cannot be doubted, fall a prey to them, and then experience 
the utmost pangs of remorse, and but too frequently of a despon- 
dency greatly hurtful to their recovery and to a steady pursuit of a 
truly christian walk. It is easily to be conceived how painfully op- 
pressive to the mind of the missionaries these circumstances must 
necessarily be. They strive, however, by exhortation, warning, 
prayers, and serious expostulation, and by a proper use of church 
discipline to diminish the evil, and are ever ready to tender an affec- 
tionate and compassionate hand to those who have fallen into the 
snares of sin. Nor are they left without repeated proofs of the 
efficacy of the gospel, in imparting strength to the weak and comfort 
to the penitent. They have often to rejoice in the evidence they 
see of the gracious condescension of the Lord towards repenting sin- 
ners. Not a few, that had gone astray, could be solemnly absolved 
and re-admitted to christian privileges, upon such evidence of an 
altered heart. Brother Haman continued actively employed in the 
instruction of the children, and had reason to rejoice in their evident 
progress. Brother Luckenbach had been enabled to execute in part 
the authority received from the directors to afford assistance to the 
Indians, where it could be done with real advantage, by furnishing 
them with agricultural utensils and sheep; but has not yet been 
able to procure the looms intended for their use. The prospect of 
becoming useful to the heathen Indians was unfortunately diminish- 
ing as the settlement of the whites increase in density around them; 
and the absence of Governor Cass at the time of Brother Lucken- 
bach’s passing through Detroit, together with other preventions of a 
later date, have hitherto rendered abortive all attempts to procure 
the necessary information concerning the best measures to be pur- 
sued in respect of the reconnoitering expedition, which he has been 
instructed to attempt, in order to devise a new plan of effectively 
fulfilling our acknowledged call to propagate the glad tidings of salva- 
tion among the benighted savages yet ignorant thereof. It is more- 
over a well known fact, that negotiations are now pending, relative 
to the future seat of residence of many nosthern Indians, the event 
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of which it appears necessary to await, before any thing decisive can 
be undertaken. 

Our missionaries enjoyed good health, even at a time of the year 
when diseases were rather prevalent, especially among the Indian 
children. Their last crop of corn had been abundant, but the sugar 
crop rather slender. Nevertheless enough had been made to enable 
them to sell considerable quantities. 

** At the close of the year 1826, the Indian congregation at New 
Fairfield consisted of 66 married persons, 8 widowers, 17 widows 
and women whose husbands were not members, 17 young single men, 
11 young single women, 30 boys and 35 girls; besides 7 persons not 
yet re-admitted: forming a total of 191 souls, $39 of whom are com- 


municants, 128 baptized, 10 unbaptized adults, and 14 unbaptized 
children. 


The Mission among the Cherokees 


has continued since the last report to flourish in a very desirable 
manner, under the countenance of the Lord. The number of those 
who are truly converted, and desire in consequence to be baptized 
into the death of Jesus, is to be sure, not very great, compared with 
some other missions, (although eight adults received this holy rite at 
Spring-Place during the year 1826;) but on the other hand it cannot 
be denied, that the Spirit of God effects wonders in many hearts, and 
nearly all those who are baptized exhibited in their whole walk and 
conversation the most evident proofs, that they have truly become 
believers in Him, who by His blood has delivered us from the power 
and dominion of sin. The dispersed location of the members of 
these little flocks, render it unusually difficult duly to attend to them, 
while the circumstance that the English language, not fully intelligi- 
ble to many, is still the only means of communication, not a little 
impedes the effect which the gospel would otherwise have. All the 
endeavours of our dear Brethren of the Provincial Conference at 
Salem, cheerfully aided as much as possible by us here at Bethlehem, 
have failed hitherto in providing the supply of missionary assistance 
so greatly needed, especially since our dear Brother Gambold’s in- 
creasing age and infirmities have almost entirely disabled him from 
continuing actively useful; several propositions for the purpose not 
having succeeded. We can, however, not a moment doubt that in 
his own proper time the Lord will enable us to send the necessary 
assistants in a work, which he so eminently blesses. Our Brethren 
at Spring-Place have however received efficient help in their exter- 
nal support by the arrival there from Salem, of Brother and Siser 
Clayton, after Brother Proske’s return to Salem. The single Sister 
Maria Gambold has removed thither in like manner, and is making 
herself very useful in attending to the schools. The loss vur Chero- 
kee mission suffered by the departure of that faithful servant of God, 
our Indian Brother Charles Renatus Hicks, the second chief of the 
nation, who completed his earthly career on the 20th of January, 


was sensibly felt. His edifying end, and his solemn and impressive 
VoL. 11. 71 





562 REPORT OF THE UNITED BRETHREN’S SOCIETY 


funeral have heretofore been duly noticed. The death of the prin 
cipal chief, Pathkiller, nearly coincident, combined with the well 
known critical situation of the nation, in its position to the State of 
Georgia, caused very considerable anxieties. According to the latest 
accounts, however, there was a prospect that the Lord would so 
direct matters, that no essential hindrance to his work of grace was 
likely to ensue. Our old Brother Gambold at Oochgelogy, had the 
great and enlivening pleasure during the year, to be witness of a very 
extraordinary and powerful work of God, made manifest, among the 
rest, at the baptism of an old Indian sister, the grandchild of whose 
grandchild, was baptized at the same time. We subjoin from the 
report of the Directors of our sister society at Salem, the following 
extract. 

** It might appear doubtful to some, at the present crisis, which 
renders it uncertain how long the Cherokee nation may be suffered 
to retain their present places of residence, and how long in conse- 
quence our missionary establishment there, can be maintained, 
whether it is altogether proper to attempt to supply them with new 
missionaries. In fact we cannot help entertaining a belief, that 
finally their removal from the territories of Georgia will be brought 
about. But it is probable that this event will not take place very 
speedily, and before that time much may yet be effected among the 
natives, and many a precious soul be won. We have therefore be- 
come convinced, that our duty requires us not to relax in our en- 
deavours,—on the contrary, to do our utmost to promote this mis- 
sionary work,—more especially, as it manifestly appears that the 
ears and hearts of the nation are opening more to receive the gospel 
of truth. The nation within the boundaries of Georgia, amount by the 
last census to no less than 15,060 souls, including in that number 
1277 blacks; it consequently still holds out a wide field for the 
augmentation of the kingdom of God,—a field at present zealously 
occupied, besides our feeble endeavours, by other ministers of the 
gospel of Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist persuasions, many of 
whom are particularly active in the education of youth. The Che- 
rokee nation has made by far the most perceptible advances in 
civilization. Many well cultivated and well managed farms, not a 
small number of mechanics and artists, some excellently contrived 
and well maintained public roads and ferries over the numerous 
streams intersecting the country, bear testimony to this fact. A 
zealous desire to have their children instructed in every thing useful 
is prevailing more and more; and attempts are making to establish 
a national school of higher grade, and to procure printing presses in 
the native language, for which a set of characters have recently 
been invented.” 

At the close of the year 1826, the congregation at Spring-Place 
amounted to twenty adults, baptized converts, and one candidate for 
baptism, thirteen of whom are communicant members. ‘That at 
Oochgelogy consists of nine members, all communicants. 


- 
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The small church of Negroes in the vicinity of Salem, N. C. 


has not materially increased. It is stated concerning them in the 
above report, that their meetings on Sundays are not so numerously 
attended as heretofore, especially when the neighbouring Methodists 
and Baptists preach on the same days. Occasionally we hear from 
those who regularly attend, spontaneous remarks, which prove that 
they become conscious of the necessity of a real conversion; but alas! 
but too often we fail to see these convictions bear the fruit, which 
would testify of that happy change having actually taken place. 
Some appear to be so imbued with disaffection at their situation as 
slaves, that they cannot persuade themselves that it does not impede 
them to enjoy the more estimable privileges of true christians. It is 
not difficult to convince them that men in general are sinful, but 
to bring that conviction home to their own individual case, is a work 
of God only. Notwithstanding these remarks, we have-had comfort- 
able evidence on the death bed of several, who were never members 
of the church, although frequenters of the meetings, that the preach- 
ing of the cross has not been to them in vain, and such have departed 
hence in full confidence on the redeeming mercy and love of Jesus. 

But one adult was baptized in the course of the year, and two were 
admitted communicants. This small flock consists of ten communi- 
cants, and five others; together, fifteen souls. 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church. 
(conTINUED FROM PAGE 474.) 
No. VIII. 


Tue preceding narrative tends to display the spirit and sentiments, 
which prevailed in the congregation at Herrnhut, after it had thus 
become united. An instrument, which they called, the statutes of 
the United Brethren, intended to comprise such rules of social govern- 
ment, as they conceived important to a christian community, was 
compiled, and the assent of every individual thereto obtained, either 
by a solemn promise to conform, or by subscribing their names. 
Amongst others we find the following rules laid down: 

‘* Every inhabitant is required to be subject to the powers that 
have the rule over us, all governments being of God’s own appoint- 
ment.” 

‘* Every individual shall support himself by labour, and eat his 
own bread, unless incapable by reason of age, disease or other causes, 
Such the congregation feels bound to maiatain.” 

‘* No difference or dispute shall last in Herrnhut more than eight 
days; if in this period of time the matter cannot be amicably adjusted 
in private, it shall be brought to the cognizance of the Elders, and 
be instantly decided. No one shall be permitted to go to law with 
his fellow-member.” 

** All resolutions passed by the Elders, the knowledge of which is 
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necessary to the congregation, shall be published weekly for general 
information and cheerfully complied with.” 

** No interference with the concerns and proceedings of the esta- 
blished church at Berthelsdorf shall be permitted, and every one is 
required to abstain from uncharitably judging others, and giving 
offence by urging upon them his own opinions.” 

** Whoever sees a wagon upset, persons in danger of their lives, 
or missing their way, or is witness to any distress of his neighbour, 
is bound immediately to render assistance; whoever neglects this, and 
remains an idle spectator, must be considered an uncharitable and 
inconsiderate person. In general we will endeavour to show to 
strangers all possible hospitality.” 

** The congregation in Herrnhut have hitherto acquiesced in the 
whole ritual of the church in Berthelsdorf, and thereby desire to 
evince, that they wish not to be considered sectaries or separatists, 
placing their religion in mere outward observances; but they will 
ever reserve to themselves liberty of conscience, a spiritual and 
social connexion with one another, and every right, which the 
Brethren in Moravia and Bohemia claimed. They will depend 
solely upon the divine protection, to preserve this treasure to them.” 

** Sensible, that some persons may be daily in need of an awaken- 
ing, and that the work of regeneration must always be progressing, 
opportunities for promoting this, by devotional meetings, are daily 
necessary. But no one is to be compelled to attend on such occa- 
sions. We, however, consider every one bound to appear obediently 
and at the appointed time, when he is particularly called upon before 
the Elders.” 

‘*The public inn shall be a peculiar and constant object of the 
Elders’ attention, that all things be conducted in the same according 
to established rules.” 

** Whoever disregards the authority of the Elders, and refuses to 
appear when summoned before them, or will not conform to their 
decisions, can not remain in Herrnhut.” 

** These statutes (consisting of forty-eight articles) shall be consi- 
dered binding on all without reference to the individual state of mind, 
—as they are rules of social conduct,—while we do not presume to 
prescribe to the consciences of those who desire our fellowship.” 

Thus every person that wished to live in Herrnhut, even if he 
could not be consijered a true child of God, was bound to observe 
the external rules of order, good morals, and requisite subordination. 

As regarding the Goctrine and the more immediate constitution of 
the congregation, the Moravian Brethren expressed their sentiments 
in a document which wa: drawn up in Herrnhut in the year 1729. 
In this document they dec\ared, that, as true descendants from the 
Bohemian and Moravian Brethren, they agreed in doctrine with the 
Protestant church; but at the same time would not sacrifice that 
apostolic church discipline, and the regulations introduced by their 
fathers many years before the Reformation, considering them as a 
precious jewel, which however should in no wise exclude them from 
communion of faith with the Protestant church, and cause them to 
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be viewed as a separate sect. They appealed to the public testi- 
monies of Luther and other ancient and more modern divines. ‘They 
held, that a society, the greatest part of whose members were 
minded to preserve faith in Christ Jesus in a pure conscience, ought 
not to become so exclusive, that others might be led into the mis- 
take, that such persons formed a distinct class of men, who con- 
ceived themselves able to attain a degree ‘of sanctity, which it was 
impossible for others to arrive at. For, admitting even that such an 
extraordinary people could be found, it would be contrary to the will 
of Christ, that they be laid by as a gem into the jewel-case,— it be- 
ing their destination, to burn as a light on the candlestick, and to 
spread their light around them; nor could they be intended for a 
mere subject of wonder and admiration, like some foreign and rare 
plant, to be gazed at in a closet, as they would necessarily be design- 
ed to be planted in the open soil in order to produce good seed, and 
bring forth fruit. ‘*‘ We know,—the Brethren further declared,— 
that with our Saviour neither bodily descent is availing, nor the 
possibility of glorying in a pious parentage; wherefore we rest not on 
the foundation of our ancestors, but on our own, which is laid in the 
justification and renewing of ourselves, knowing that out of darkness 
we have been brought to the light. In like manner we acknowledge 


none of our descendants as a brother or sister, unless they abide by 


their baptismal covenant, or be born again through the Holy Ghost. 
We no where consider any as children of God and Brethren, who 
are not cleansed by the sprinkling of Christ’s blood, and continue in 
the sanctification of the Spirit. But in all christian churches, we 
are united with every one that believes in Christ Jesus his Lord, and 
has come to him, not by his own reason and strength, but called by 
the Holy Ghost through the gospel, enlightened with his gifts, 
sanctified and preserved in the true faith. We esteem the least 
divine truth as a precious treasure, and believe, that the loss of life 
is trifling, when compared to that of an essential truth. The want 
of discipline among awakened souls we regard as a serious defect 

and we are resolved to abide by those salutary rules, which God 
enabled our fathers to establish. And as we now behold the blessed 
fulfilment of that prayer of the last bishop of the Moravian brethren: 
‘Bring us, Lord! again to thyself, renew our days as of old;’—so we 
praise for this the Holy One, the almighty and true God, the king of 
kings, and Lord of Lords, who only hath immortality; to Him be 
honour and power everlasting, Amen !” 


Extract of the Diary of Enon, South Africa, for the year 1826. 

January 1st. We celebrated the Holy Communion, and experienced 
in truth the fulfilment of our Lord’s gracious promise, that He will 
be with His people alway, even to the end of the world. We had 
already, at the conclusion of the old, and in the first hour of the new 
year, felt our hearts enlivened and comforted by His presence with 
us, hearing our confessions, forgiving our manifold sins and failings 
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and granting us the assurance in our hearts, that He will continue to 
own and bless this branch of His flock, which He has brought out 
of the darkness of heathenism, to the marvellous light of His gospel, 
and will set us in this place, to His praise on earth. We pray Him, 
that as He is pleased to cause our congregation to increase in num- 
bers, He would give to us, His poor servants, an increase of strength, 
grace, and wisdom, that our labour among them may be attended 
with success for the good of their souls. 

2d. We were thankful to be favoured with a plentiful shower, after 
long and destructive drought. On this and the following days, 
Brother and Sister Halter spoke with those individuals, who are not 
yet baptized, and with the children. They made a very favourable 
report of their intercourse with them, having with great joy per- 
ceived, that the Holy Spirit leads most of them into a deeper know- 
ledge of themselves, as sinners who need a Saviour, and whom they 
desire to know better, that they may experience the cleansing from 
sin and unrighteousness in His precious blood. , Some, indeed, are 
very ignorant, and do not rightly know their own mind, but when 
the love of Jesus to lost men is spoken of, they listen with great at- 
tention and seriousness; with such, and with the children, we will 
have patience. 

A man said, ‘* I am a great sinner, and not worthy to be suffered 
to sit here, but I cry to God to forgive all my sins, and have hope, 
since Jesus has already shown favour to me, and permitted me to be 
a candidate for baptism. I now pray Him to let me be baptized and 
to wash me from sin in His blood.” 

Another expressed himself thus: ‘‘ I am a lost creature, and have 
avery corrupt heart; but I sincerely wish to be delivered from all 
that is evil within me. But ah! how can I expect it, miserable as 
Iam! where shall I find Jesus, of whom I hear, that He loves poor 
sinners ?”? He was directed to apply simply, and in faith, to our Sa- 
viour for the remission of sin, for the sake of His precious blood. 

A youth said: ‘*I have lived long at Enon, but I never felt so 
happy as since Christmas-day last; for on that day the Lord heard 
my prayer, and, I could believe, that He had forgiven me my sins. 
O! that I might always have the same joy, and live to the praise of 
the Lord Jesus !” 

A female observed, that she had come hither, merely for the sake 
of her soul. ‘‘ I am a great sinner,” said she, ‘‘ and pray that Jesus, 
of whose love to sinners I hear so much, may forgive me my sins, 
before I die, for I am old, and cannot expect to live much longer in 
this world.” 

On the 6th, being Epiphany, we called to mind the first manifesta- 
tion of our incarnate God and Saviour to the heathen, in His causing 
the wise men from the East to find Him, and to worship Him as 
their new-born King. We, with our congregation, offered up praise 
and prayer, with special thanksgiving for His having also shown 
mercy to the Hottentot nation, pitied their miserable state, and sent 
His gospel to them, by which many hundreds of them had already 
been brought to the knowledge of the truth, and to fellowship with 
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Him and His Church on earth. In the afternoon, five persons re- 
ceived Holy Baptism. The Lord made it to us and our people, a 
day of great blessing. 

14h. Brother Halter moved into his new dwelling. He has taught 
three young Hottentots the joiner’s business, and they are good work- 
men. 

22d. Brother Schmitt and his wife set out for Uitenhage, but in 
the afternoon the dreadful thunder storms which succeeded each 
other with increasing violence, and threatened a breaking of the 
clouds, compelled them to return; and we were glad to see them 
again in safety. A second attempt, made on the following day, was 
likewise in vain, as, by the violent rains, the Sundays river had 
swelled to such a degree, that to cross it was impracticable. 

24th and 25th. Brother and Sister Halter spoke with the baptized, 
and candidates for baptism, and declared, that their conversations 
with them had been blessed to their own souls. A man said: “lam 
now fully convinced of my great unworthiness, but Jesus, my cru- 
cified Saviour, is my only hope. ‘Though I feel so poor in myself, 
in Him I find all I want, and life and salvation,” Another spoke 
with peculiar emotion, of the joy he experienced in communion with 
Christ, and added: ‘* Our Saviour has indeed shown great mercy to 
me, in having brought me to Himself, and made a covenant with me. 
May I prove my gratitude to Him, by honouring Him in my walk 
and conversation.” 

The communicants having also been spoken with, we had a blessed 
participation of the Lord’s Supper, on the 28th. Five persons were 
present as candidates. 

Towards the end of the month, pumpkins and Indian corn were 
sowed in our corn-fields, under Brother Schmitt’s direction, and as 
the weather seems to continue favourable, we trust we shall, by 
God’s blessing, reap a good harvest. Ina very short time, these 
useful vegetables exhibited a most promising appearance. 

February. In these days we received letters from Germany, by 
which we were informed of the proceedings of the General Synod 
of the Brethren’s Church, held at Herrnhut, in 1825, and of the 
appointment of the new members of the Elders’ Conference of the 

Unity, and we joined in prayer for the blessing of the Lord upon them. 

On entering into the solemn season of Lent, we commended our- 
selves and our dear congregation to the Lord, and the guidance of 
His Holy Spirit, that He would reveal to our hearts, with renewed 
clearness, the mystery of the cross of Christ, and grant us to expe- 
rience in truth the efficacy of His atoning sacrifice, for the destruction 
of the life of sin, and the renewing of the divine life within us. 

In the middle of this month, the heat became almost insupport- 
able. For several days, Fahrenheit’s thermometer rose from 105 to 
110 degrees above 0. A strong wind accompanied it. All our 
melons, beans, potatoes, Indian corn, and pumpkins were scorched 
and destroyed. Those left of the latter fruit, which might have 
been used, were devoured by porcupines; and as these creatures 
seek their food only by night, it is not only difficult to see and catch 
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them, but the attempt is rendered extremely dangerous, on account 
of many wild beasts and elephants. The latter tread so softly, that 
they may approach a man within five or six paces in the dark un- 
perceived. This happened to some of our young people, who were 
on one side of a hedge, and the monster close to the other. Provi- 
dentially none of them were hurt. 

22d. In the evening, two men received the blessing of confirmation, 
previous to their partaking of the Holy Communion, on the 25th. 

27th. Brother Schmitt and his wife went to Uitenhage, on business. 
They returned safe to us on 

March 4th. The same day a man arrived here, from whom we 
purchased twenty-three sacks (muids) of wheat, for twenty-six dol- 
lars the muid, and were truly thankful to God, that he had been 
providentially directed hither. He had intended to go to Grahams- 
town, where he expected to get a higher price, and though that 
town is three days’ journey from hence, a Hottentot does not in gene- 
ral calculate upon loss of time, and wear and tear, if he may but hope 
for four and five dollars more for his goods. 

In the evening, two couple were joined together in holy matrimony. 

7th. We had an agreeable visit from the Rev. Mr. Schmidt and 
his family, from Uitenhage. 

8th. Brother Schmitt baptized a sick child in the parents’ house. 
Our visiters were present at this transaction, which was attended 
with the grace and blessing of our Lord and Saviour. They express- 
ed themselves much pleased and edified. The four daughters of 
Mrs. Barnett, sister to Mrs. Schmidt, distributed with their own 
hands several articles of clothing to eight poor Hottentot children, 
who expressed their gratitude for these gifts in a proper manner. 
In the evening meeting the Rev. Mr. Schmitt delivered an impres- 
sive discourse to the congregation on the texts appointed for the day. 
We were greatly edified by his address; and our Hottentots spoke of 
it afterwards with much feeling and delight. 

15th. We received at length the agreeable news of the safe arrival 
of the Brethren and Sisters Lemmertz and Sonderman, at the Cape, 
on the 24th of February. About this time, it pleased our heavenly 
Father to send us fruitful rains, by which bounds were set to the 
baneful influence of the long-continued drought. 

On entering into the Passion-week, we offered up fervent prayer 
unto our merciful Saviour, that He would renew to us all a deep 
sense of His love unto death, that it may produce in us a firm deter- 
mination to surrender ourselves up unto Him, who has bought us 
with His precious blood. 

19h. A man was confirmed for the first enjoyment of the Lord’s 
Supper. 

Brother Hornig and his wife spoke with all the new people, can- 
didates for baptism, and children, and made a pleasing report of it 
to the Conference. They rejoiced to see so many proofs of the faith- 
fulness of Jesus, as the good Shepherd, who follows the poor stray- 
ing sheep through the wilderness, brings them to His fold, convinces 
them of their lost estate, and approves Himself as their Helper and 
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Saviour. Many of the children however were very inattentive and 
careless, 

A man said: ‘‘ My heart is yet so full of evil, that I might easily 
be seduced to every thing that is bad; but I trust to the Lord, that 
He will hear my prayer, and deaden all sin within me.” 

An old female, being asked whether she had come hither with an 
intention of devoting herself to God, and following His ways, replied, 
** Indeed I have; I have that intention. I have served the old Baas 
(meaning the devil) long enough in the days of my ignorance, but by 
the grace of God I am delivered from his service.” 

Another, who begged earnestly to be baptized, was asked, whether 
she was willing entirely to forsake the ways of the world, sin, and 
Satan, answered, ‘‘ O yes, the devil has never done any good to me, 
but Jesus has merited for me all happiness and life eternal. I will 
therefore live to Him and serve him.” 

On Maundy Thursday, we had a very blessed participation of the 
Holy Communion. 

The celebration of Good Friday was attended with great blessing 
to us and those of our people, who could be present with us. Some 
were obliged, on account of various circumstances, to be from home; 
but our place of worship was filled with attentive hearers. We con- 
templated the sufferings and death of our crucified Redeemer with a 
renewed conviction, wrought by His spirit in our hearts, that ** He 
was wounded for our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities.” 
May it be abiding, and produce real conversion of heart, and a deter- 
mination to live alone for Him, who gave Himself to death for us. 

25th. The men were all busily employed in cleaning the burial- 
ground, and exerted themselves with great eagerness to do it well. 
We were the more gratified with this proof of their willingness'to do 
the work, as, in general, it is not easy to persuade a Hottentot to un- 
dertake any thing for the public good, even though he is otherwise 
unemployed. 

26th. On Easter Sunday morning, we met at sunrise in the burial- 
ground, and prayed the usual litany, remembering those who have 
departed in the faith of Christ, and whom we hope to follow into 
His presence, and to rise to life everlasting by the power of His 
glorious resurrection. 

The public service was well attended; and in the afternoon we 
held a meeting with all the communicants, when a conversation took 
place, which gave to several @f them an opportunity of declaring, 
with simplicity and humility, their love and gratitude to our Saviour 
for all He has done for us by His holy incarnation, life, sufferings, 
death, and resurrection. 

On Easter Monday afternoon, ten persons received Holy Baptism. 
This solemn transaction made a deep impression upon all present. 

April 2d. As usual, on the first Sunday after Easter, all those who 
had either been baptized, or admitted to the Lord’s Supper since 
Easter last year, had a day of thanksgiving, and were exhorted to 
remain faithful to their high and heavenly calling. 
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5th. Some of our men, who had been commissioned to conduct 4 
vagabond, Vertyn Blatge, who had frequently come hither without a 
passport, and created disturbance in the settlement, to Uitenhage, 
to be delivered into the hands of the magistrates, returned to us, and 
brought a letter from Brother Hallbeck; by which we were informed, 
that Brother Lemmertz would not return to Enon, having received 
an appointment at Gnadenthal, but that Brother Nauhaus and his 
wife would come to us, and that he would accompany them hither 
on a visit. These news were made known to the Hottentot congre- 
gation on the following day. Much as they rejoiced in the expecta- 
tion of the arrival of the abovementioned party, regret for the loss 
of their former beloved teacher, Brother Lemmertz, was general, 
and many tears were shed. 

On the 10th and 11th, the baptized and candidates for the Lord’s 
Supper were spoken with individually by Brother and Sister Hornig, 
with much satisfaction. Among other expressions of the Hottentots, 
they report the following: A man said, “ Alas, the cares of this life 
are apt too often to supersede the desire after heavenly things. I 
therefore cry to the Lord fervently, that He would fix my mind 
more firmly upon the one thing needful, and upon His sufferings and 
death for me, that my chief care may be to love and serve Him.” 

A person, who has lately been re-admitted to our fellowship, said, 
** Some time ago, I entertained the dreadful and wicked thought, 
that I would again follow the inclinations of my corrupt and sinful 
heart, and give myself again to the service of sin; but the spirit of 
God reproved me so sharply, and reminded me of all I had promised 
our Saviour at my re-admission, that I was seized with inexpressible 
anguish, and cried mightily to Him for mercy and help. He heard 
me; and I can now declare, that I have surrendered myself anew to 
Him as His property.” 

From the 16¢/ to the 18¢/ it rained so hard, that the Witte Revier 
rose from six to eight feet above its ordinary level; and as the water 
threatened to penetrate into the lower part of our mill, and to rise 
still higher, we cleared the premises of all the goods exposed to it. 
By God’s mercy, no harm was done to the mill; but when the flood 
subsided, we perceived that the dam had been considerably injured 
by it, which not only puts us to much expense for repairs, but pre- 
vents our using the mill for nearly two months. This proves a great 
inconvenience, both to ourselves and ourneighbours. 

20th. The communicants were spoken with previous to the Lord’s 
Supper, and expressed their great d€sire to partake of this heavenly 
repast. Two of the number, however, were excluded, as they had 
conducted. themselves with levity, and kept company with some 
notoriously bad characters in the neighbourhood. 

22d. Five persons were present at the celebration of the Holy 
Communion as candidates. Sister Schmitt was prevented by illness 
from attending; but living in a room adjoining the temporary chapel, 
she was able to receive the sacrament in her own apartment. 

27th, Brother Hornig set out for Uitenhage, to pay the taxes due 
Government from this place. As it rained violently, we were rather 
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afraid, that he would not be able safely to cross the Sundays river. 

May ist. He returned safe, and brought with him many letters 
from Europe, which afforded us great pleasure. 

On the 3rd, Sister Hornig had very edifying conversations with the 
single women, and was glad to find that they were all desirous of 
walking worthy of the gospel, according to the precepts given to 
them in the word of God. They declared it to be their determina- 
tion to live unto the Lord alone in this world. 

On Ascension-day, at a particular solemnity, we called to mind the 
glorious ascension of our Lord and Saviour into heaven, and com- 
mended ourselves to Him as our High Priest and Intercessor, and 
only Advocate, that He would remember us also for good, whilst 
walking in this vale of tears. 

6th. We had an agreeable visit from our friends Mr. Silberbauer 
and his family. ‘They brought us a letter from Brother Clemens at 
Groenekloof; and we rejoiced to hear of the well-being of our fellow- 
labourers and their congregation in that distant settlement. About 
this time, we had the pleasure to witness the recovery of Sister 
Schmitt from an illness, which had at one period appeared of a 
dangerous complexion. 

On the 12¢h, we celebrated our anniversary, according to the prac- 
tice of some of our German congregations, who have transferred the 
celebration of these festivals to the 12th of May, as being a day, on 
which many important events took place in the Brethren’s Church. 

Whitsuntide was a season of much blessing to us and our congre- 
gation, while we called to mind, with praise and thanksgiving, the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the disciples of our Lord, by 
whom they were endued with power from on high, and made able, 
with effect, to preach that word of the Cross by which we also have 
been led to Jesus as our only Saviour, and the heathen called to par- 
take of His great salvation. 

Four children were baptized. In the evening, two persons were 
confirmed, previous to their first participation of the Lord’s Supper. 
Brother Schmitt and his wife spoke individually with the communi- 
cants, much to their satisfaction. They found them not only desirous 
to partake of the Holy Communion, but giving proofs of their growth 
in the knowledge of themselves and the love of our Saviour, and seek- 
ing by His grace and power to walk worthy of their Christian pro- 
fession. 

On the 20th, we met to celebrate this sacred ordinance. Brother 
Hornig suffered so much from the injury done to his eye, that he 
could not assist at it. 

2ist. About sunset, there was a total eclipse of the moon. None of 
us had ever seen one like it. It gave rise to many conjectures on the 
part of the Hottentots. Some thought that its light was absolutely 
extinguished. Others, that it had hid itself behind the world. How- 
ever, when it appeared again as usual, the cause was easily explained 
to them. 

31st. We sent a man with a team of bullocks three days’ journey 
to the Winterhoek’s mountains, to assist our Brethren Hallbeck and 
Nauhaus on their journey to us. 
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June 4th. A communicant, Justina Paerdewachter, departed this 
life in childbed, after much suffering. The whole congregation took 
share in this mournful event, and all were deeply affected by it, for 
she had been universally respected. Her remains were interred on 
the 5th, and followed to the grave by the whole congregation, with 
many tears. She was born at Gnadenthal in the year 1806, and 
baptized in 1809. From her youth, her walk and conversation were 
worthy of the gospel. She was received a member of the congrega- 
tion at Uitenhage in May, 1819, during our exile, in consequence of 
the destruction of the settlement on the Witte Revier by the Caffres. 
February 1, 1823, she became a partaker of the Holy Communion. 
Having a peculiar gift of making herself useful to little children, 
Brother Lemmertz engaged her as nursery maid. Her good con- 
duct and faithfulness in this service was truly exemplary, till the de- 
parture of her master and mistress for Europe, in 1824. She after- 
wards became connected with some lightminded young people, and 
got into such deviations, that we were obliged to exclude her from 
our fellowship. But the Lord, as the good Shepherd, followed this 
poor straying sheep, and would not suffer her to become a prey to the 
enemy. He gave her true repentance; and she cried incessantly, for 
mercy and forgiveness of her many sins; nor would she be comforted, 
until she had found it in the all-sufficient merits of Jesus, and faith 
in that blood, which cleanseth from all sin and unrighteousness. 
After her re-admission, she may truly be said to have lived in com- 
munion with God; and her conversation with some of her intimate 
friends gave pleasing proof, that she knew Jesus as the Friend of poor 
penitent sinners. When she was taken ill, she declared, that she 
was ready to depart and go to Him, for she was sure that He would 
now take her home to Himself. She had been married only last year 
to Conrad Paerdewachter, with whom she lived very happily. She 
was not quite twenty years old, when she departed into eternal bliss. 

10th. A Hottentot, belonging to Gnadenthal, Frederick Mauritz, 
arrived on horseback, and brought us the pleasant news of the ap- 
proach of the expected company from thence, and that they would 
be with us at noon. We therefore set out with many of the inha- 
bitants to meet them, and came up with them near the old place, 
where we joined in songs of praise and thanksgiving for the mercies 
vouchsafed unto them during their long journey. On our arrival at 
the settlement, the expressions of joy and congratulation of the Hot- 
tentots were truly sincere and fervent. To hear of the welfare of 
our fellow-labourers, their children, and the congregation at Gna- 
denthal, and to receive their salutations and written proofs of their 
afféction, afforded us the greatest delight. At a general meeting in 
the evening, Brother Schmitt addressed the whole congregation, and 
having bid the travellers welcome in the name of us all, introduced 

Brother Nauhaus and his wife as our future fellow-labourers in this 
vineyard of the Lord, calling upon the Hottentots to give them their 
love and confidence, and to praise the Lord for bringing them in 
safety tous. Brother Hallbeck, then, in a short address, saluted 
the congregation from their Brethren and Sisters at Gnadenthal, 
which was received with loud expressions of thanks. 
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On the 15¢A, the Brethren Halter and Hornig and their wives, and 
Sister Schmitt, spoke with all the communicants, when they heard 
many pleasing declarations of gratitude to God for again sending 
them teachers, and for all the faithful care bestowed upon them by 
the mercy of our Saviour. 

The Holy Communion, on the 19h, proved in truth the means of 
strengthening our feeble faith and love to Him, whose death for us 
we show forth in this holy ordinance. Four children were baptized 
by Brother Hallbeck. 

Mr. Rudolf, a gentleman, residing on the Boschman’s River, hav- 
ing kindly offered to allow us to sow wheat on a portion of his land, 
without any compensation for the use of it, as in that place the rust 
has seldom done any mischief, we accepted of this proof of his friend- 
ship with many thanks, and sent our wagon with seed-corn to the 
spot allotted to us. 

22d. Brother Nauhaus delivered his first discourse to the congre- 
gation. It was heard with great attention and edification. 

26th. Sister Halter was safely delivered of a daughter, which in 
baptism received the name of Joanna Wilhelmina. 

27th. Brother Hallbeck was engaged in speaking with all the men, 
and Sister Schmitt with the women belonging to the class of candi- 
dates for baptism. They were thankful to perceive in many of them 
an earnest desire to grow in the knowledge, love, and grace of the 
Lord. Seven persons were afterwards appointed to be baptized, ten 
admitted to the class of candidates, and one youth re-admitted. 

We conclude our half-yearly report by beseeching our dear Brethren 
and Sisters and friends every where, to remember us and our Hot- 
tentot flock in their prayers before the throne of grace, and commend 
ourselves to their loving participation, as their affectionate Brethren, 

J. H. SCHMITT, GOTTFRIED HORNIG, 
ADAM HALTER, C.F. NAUHAUS. 


Miscellaneous Missionary Intelligence, 


( Extracted from the Weekly Accounts from the Unity’s Elders’ Con- 
ference at Herrnhut, and the monthly accounts of the Provincial 
Helper’s Conference at Bethlehem. ) 


GREENLAND. 

Uncommonty early, i. e. on the 23d of July, we received letters 
from both the northern missionary stations in Greenland, and on the 
ist of August from the two southern ones. All our letters had been 
received there in the beginning of May, but our missionaries were 
disappointed entirely in their expectation of obtaining the necessary 
timber for finishing their additional buildings. The missionaries at 
New Herrnhut had been exempted from any serious attacks of sick- 
ness, and continue their labours among the Greenlanders with har- 
mony of spirit. In general their prospects were cheering; some of 
the Greenlanders, who had been excluded from the congregation, 
gave them pain by evident hardheartedness, and by suffering them- 
selves to be enticed into paths of sin, by the bad example of their 
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heathen neighbours. Of the 369 members of the congregation at 
New Herrnhut, 180 are communicants. ‘There was no scarcity of 
provisions among the inhabitants, their fisheries from November to 
April having been very productive. A number of families, particu- 
larly the children, suffered from sickness, as after a wet summer 
season, winter had set in on the 20th of September with a deep fall 
of snow. The winter was however rather mild throughout Green- 
land; the greatest cold in the month of March was in Lichtenau 14°, 
in New Herrnhut 16° in Lichtenfels 21°. 

In good health and in unity the missionaries of Lichtenfels con- 
tinued their labours, not without the visible blessing of the Lord, 
though some young persons gave them much trouble by their indif- 
ference. The voyage of Brother Popp from Europe was not long; 
on the 4th of May the ship entered the harbour of Frederickshaab, 
but his arrival at Lichtenfels was delayed to the 18th, by repeated 
storms; their ship had however been preserved from material injury. 
With his future colleagues he offered up thanks and praise to Him 
who commands the winds and waves. At the end of the year the 
congregation consisted of 364 persons. Articles of subsistence were 
plenty, a great number of seals having appeared on the coast after 
New Year. 

For Lichtenau the past year was particularly a season of grace. 
Unity among the missionaries smoothed every difficulty, spiritual 
life was every where perceptible. Three weeks before Christmas and 
Easter nearly the whole of the members who live at a distance had 
already assembled; and for the celebration of the Easter week a com- 
pany from the Danish mission, distant fifteen miles, had come there, 
who seemed much edified in the different meetings. The young 
people generally are acquiring more taste for learning. On the 15th 
of August, 1826, Brother and Sister Ihrer arrived in good health 
and spirits, and were welcomed by appropriate music on the part 
of the Greenlanders. This congregation numbers 611 members, of 
whom 249 are communicants; besides 37 not yet baptized. 

Our missionaries at Fredericksthal were enabled to exclaim with 
grateful hearts: ‘* The Lord hath helped thus far,” when on the 28th 
of September, they left their former dwelling of sods, now altogether 
appropriated for a church, and entered their new house. At the 
erection of this house the Greenlanders assisted cheerfully, as far as 
sickness would permit, and it is a matter of astonishment, that it 
was completed without any accident. The operation of the good 
Spirit of God was very visible among the 209 baptized persons. 
Last autumn 35 heathen Greenlanders moved thither, and among 
them a famous conjurer; since last year 31 persons have been 
baptized. 


BARBADOES. 

From Sharon Brother Brunner writes, that they celebrated the 
Passion-week this year without any interruption, and with signal 
blessing. Since Easter last, 42 persons have been baptized there, and 
29 have become communicants. The great desire of learning among 
the children, of whom every evening more than 50 assemble for 
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school and church, is cheering for the brethren, and the leading of 
the church tunes by a clarinet is very attractive for the children. 
On account of the long drought, there is even a greater scarcity of 
water than last year. 


ANTIGUA. 

Brother Shill, in a letter dated St. Johns, May S1st, writes: from 
Easter 1826 to Easter 1827, there have been baptized, in the five 
negro congregations of St. Johns, Gracehill, Gracebay, Cedarhall and 
Newfield, 885 adults; and 312 persons have become communicants. 
These for the most part afforded the missionaries joy; among the 
young persons, however, lukewarmness and indifference creep in 
more and more since the gospel is so plentifully proffered to them. 


— 


SOUTH AFRICA. 

Letters from Brother Hallbeck, at Gnadenthal at the Cape, dated 
19th and 25th of March, were received. A measure, long in con- 
templation, had been happily brought about, by procuring a solemn 
confirmation from Government of the regulations established for the 
proper maintenance of order in the congregation, after these had 
been revised and amended according to the exigencies of the time. 
This measure effectually put a stop to the irregular proceedings 
which had hitherto occasionally given offence. For some time past 
the missionaries had reason to rejoice at the quiet and edifying course 
of the congregation. This spirit of peace and concord became par- 
ticularly manifest on the 5th of March, when the regulations above- 
mentioned were unanimously adopted by all the men of age. 

At Gruenekloof, Elim, and the Hospital, all our missionaries were 
well. The harvest in the former place, as well as in many other 
parts of the colony, had been very scanty. A venerable couple of 
heathen, a day’s journey from Gnadenthal, have urged the request 
to be included in the labours of the missionaries, though unable to 
remove to Gnadenthal. This has been cheerfully granted; and holds 
forth the desirable prospect, that a congregation may begin to gather 
from the vicinity. This couple appears seriously awakened; they 
have long been in the habit of coming to church, and were so much 
affected this time, as to excite general sympathy. 

Besides these statements, the most recent letter from Brother 
Hallbeck contains an interesting communication, which announces, 
that unexpectedly a new door is opening for our missionaries at Enon, 
to extend their efforts among the neighbouring nations. Between 
the Caffres and Boshmen, in the vicinity of the Bambus mountains, 
a part of the Tambukki nation resides, on the northeast confines of 
the colony, the main tribe of which nation lives northeast of the Caf- 
fres. Powana, the chief of the tribe nearest the colony, has applied 
to the neighbouring Landdrost of Somerset, imploring him to have a 
mission established among his people, and offering a valuable piece 
of land for the purpose, about twenty miles from the line of the 
colony. The Landdrost having communicated the pressing request to 
Government, our brethren in Gnadenthal were invited, in writing, to 
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examine into the practicability of such an undertaking on the spot. 
The Tambukki are a very numerous nation, their language resem- 
bling that of the Caffres; but they are peaceable, and, not like the 
Caffres and Boshmen given to theft and plunder. By means of a 
settlement among them, the trumpet of the gospel might be made to 
sound far into the interior of Africa. The distance from Enon is 
probably a ten to twelve days’ journey by wagons, and half as many 
on horseback; the distance from the confines, and from the protection 
of a christian government, about twenty miles. By continual inter- 
course with the colonists, the Tambukkis are probably not enirely ig- 
norant of the Dutch language; their country is represented as fertile 
and well watered. The missionaries at Gnadenthal, thinking them- 
selves inexcusable, if they declined this invitation, deputed Brother 
Hallbeck to proceed to Enon, and from thence, in company with 
another missionary of that station, to visit these Tambukki. Brother 
Hallbeck intended to depart for Enon in May with his family, whom 
he will leave there till his return from his journey. The Unity’s 
Elders’ Conference most heartily approves of these proceedings at 
the Cape, and commends this important work to the cordial prayers 
of all our dear brethren and sisters. 


DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 

The dreadful hurricanes, which caused so much devastation on 
these islands, especially on St. Croix the 17th, and on St. Thomas, 
the 28th of August, have greatly injured our missionary stations 
there, as we learn from letters of the Brethren Boenhof and Sy- 
brecht. In St. Croix the three stations were much damaged, the 
church at Friedensberg suffered particularly, and a small new house 
was altogether destroyed, The missionary service in these islands 
has moreover sustained a serious loss by the death of the Brethren 
Thomas Goetz and Godfrey Jung, on the 25th and 26th of July, both 
of Niesky, St. Thomas. Sister Plaettner of Friedensberg, St. Croix, 
followed them on the 6th of September, at the age of 31 years,—so 
that these stations are but scantily supplied. 

= 


CHEROKEES. 


Recent letters from our mission among the Cherokee Indians, 
announce, that it pleased the Lord, on the 6th of November, to re- 
lease our dear Brother John Gambold from a state of weakness and 


suffering of long continuance, and to call this his faithful servant to 
his great and eternal reward. 
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